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FEATURE  STORY  by  Brendan  Payne 


"It's  all  about 

protection"™ 

How  Jess  '84  and  Jane  '84  Collen 
Built  One  of  the  Top  IP  Firms  in  the  Nation 


Few  passing  by  the  sprawling 
1870s  mansion  on  the  corner  of 
South  Highland  Avenue  and 
William  Street  in  the  sleepy 
New  York  City  suburb  of  Ossin- 
ing,  NY,  would  know  that  inside 
was  one  of  the  top  intellectual 
property  law  firms  in  the 
nation.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
doors,  the  interests  of  major 
multinational  corporations  like 
JVC,  Swatch,  KLM,  Andy  Warhol, 
Yves  Saint  Laurent,  and  Archie 
Comics  are  being  vigorously 
pursued  by  the  15  full-time 
attorneys  of  Collen  IP. 


Founded  m  1996  by  managing  partners 
Jess  '84  and  Jane  '84  Collen,  Collen  IP 
is  one  of  the  top  five  firms  in  the  coun- 
try in  terms  of  volume  of  administrative 
litigation  before  the  US  Trademark 
Office.  They  have  associations  with  law 
firms  on  six  continents  and  have  hun- 
dreds of  clients,  including  many  house- 
hold names. 

"We  are  capable  of  providing  a 
whole  spectrum  of  services,"  explained 
Jane  of  the  firm,  which  guides  its  clients 
through  every  stage  of  the  intellectual 
property  protection  process;  from 
applying  for  patents,  trademarks,  and 
copyrights  to  bringing  legal  actions 
against  parties  infringing  upon  those 
rights,  in  the  United  States  and  abroad. 
"We  can  take  clients  with  no  concept  of 
IP  and  give  them  a  crash  course  in  'IP 
101,'  coaching  them  along  step-by-step 
vvnth  what  they  should  be  doing.  We 
can  also  work  with  multinational  corpo- 
rations who  have  been  doing  this  for  a 
while  and  give  them  a  level  of  expertise 
that  they  now  need." 

That  expertise  has  been  honed  over 
the  more  than  50  combined  years  that 
Jess  and  Jane  have  practiced  in  the 
intellectual  property  law  field.  "Early  in 
my  career  if  I  would  get  an  inquiiy 
from  a  client  on  some  aspect  of  copy- 


right law  that  I  had  never  encountered 
before  or  I  didn't  learn  about  in  school, 
I  would  go  out  and  find  everything  I 
could  about  that  topic  so  I  could  speak 
knowledgeably  to  the  client,"  said  Jess. 
"When  I  first  started  practicing,  I  was 
commuting  by  train  to  Manhattan  every 
day.  I  spent  a  period  of  a  couple  months 
taking  this  four-volume  trademark  trea- 
tise, back  and  forth  on  the  train,  going 
through  it  chapter  by  chapter,  just  to 
make  sure  I  had  it  covered." 

Jess  and  Jane  spent  the  first  12  years 
of  their  careers  working  for  an  IP  finn 
m  New  York  City  before  establishing 
Collen  IP  in  Westchester  County,  not 
far  from  where  they  presently  li\'e  and 
raised  their  four  children:  Jocelyn,  26; 
Alicia,  24;  Bennett,  21;  and  Abigail,  17. 

"I  really  didn't  want  to  spend  my 
career  commuting  to  Manhattan,"  said 
Jess,  so  the  couple  set  up  shop  closer 
to  home. 

In  addition  to  helping  US  based 
individuals  and  organizations,  the  firm 
generates  a  substantial  amount  of  its 
work  from  foreign-based  companies 
looking  to  protect  their  IP  in  the 
United  States. 

"The  United  States  recently  joined  a 
treaty  knowTi  as  the  Madrid  System," 
explained  Jess.  "It's  not  an  international 
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trademark  regisiraiion  system,  but  it  does 
simplil)-  the  filing  procedures  sti  ihat  a 
company  can  file  a  single  application  loi'  a 
trademark  in  one  central  location  and  thai 
application  is  Ibrwarded  to  all  participating 
countries  where  the  organization  wishes  to 
file.  Once  the  application  is  filed  through  the 
Madrid  System,  the  organization  still  needs 
to  pursue  registration  m  each  countr)  s  trade- 
mark office  independently  It  is  particularly 
beneficial  to  big  companies  as  it  is  not 
unusual  for  them  to  have  registration  for 
their  trademark  m  150  junsdictions  around 
the  world.  It  is  a  very  complex  procedure,  it 
IS  \  cr\'  costly  but  it  needs  to  be  done." 

From  there,  the  process  is  the  same  as 
any  other  patent,  trademark,  or  copyright 
registration.  CoUen  IP  contracts  with  a 
specialized  corporate  search  firm  to  examine 
the  registration  lists  in  the  Patent  and  Trade- 
mark Office  (PTO)  and  in  the  appropriate 
state  agencies  to  see  if  there  is  already  a 
similar  word,  logo,  or  device  listed.  A  sev- 
eral hundred-page  report  is  compiled  with 
the  results  of  the  search  and  the  firm  issues 
an  opinion  to  the  client  on  the  likelihood 
of  a  successful  filing.  For  patent  filings,  the 
process  is  a  little  more  complicated  due  to 
the  complex  nature  of  machines  and  the 
need  to  review  international  patents. 

"For  trademarks,  the  PTO  only  looks 
at  what  is  registered  in  the  US,"  said  Jess. 
"The  philosophy  of  patent  law  and  registra- 
tion IS  very  different  from  trademarks.  If 
you  come  up  with  something  truly  novel, 
something  that  has  never  been  thought  of 
before,  the  government  will  give  you  exclu- 
sive monopoly  for  a  period  of  time  m 
exchange  for  disclosing  to  the  world  exactly 
how  that  is  made  in  a  detailed  specification 
and  explanation  so  that  over  time  it  in- 
creases the  public  knowledge  and  technol- 
ogy. A  person  cannot  take  an  idea  that  was, 
for  example,  patented  in  Germany,  some- 
thing that  is  public  knowledge  and  fully 
disclosed,  and  exclude  everyone  else  from 
using  that  technology  m  the  United  States 
just  because  they  were  the  first  in  line  at  the 
registration  office." 


CoUen  IP  IS  also  there  for  clients  when 
protected  intellectual  property  is  infringed. 
Flardly  a  day  goes  by  without  an  attorney 
from  the  firm  appearing  in  a  courtroom  in 
jurisdictions  across  the  country.  In  fact,  a 
case  Collen  IP  is  currently  handling  is  on  its 
way  to  the  Supreme  Court.  Swiss  watch 
manufacturer  Omega,  represented  by  Collen 
IP  sued  wholesaler  Costco  after  Costco  sold 
an  Omega  watch  design  it  was  not  autho- 
rized to  sell  in  an  alleged  violation  of  the 
First  Sale  Doctrine.  "First  Sale  Doctrine,  in 
our  view,  means  the  US  copyright  owner,  m 
this  case  Omega,  has  the  right  to  the  first 
sale  of  its  copyrighted  work  m  the  US," 
argued  Jess.  "For  example,  if  you  buy  a 
book  from  the  copyright  owner,  you  then 
have  the  right  to  sell  the  book  at  a  used 
book  sale  m  the  US  and  you  don't  have  to 
pay  a  royalty  to  the  copyright  owner.  The 
copyright  holder  gets  the  benefit  of  the  first 
sale  m  the  US  by  virtue  of  having  the  copy- 
right in  the  US.  Costcos  interpretation  is 
that  first  sale  exception  should  mean  that 
any  sale  made  by  the  owner,  it  doesn't  mat- 
ter if  It  IS  mside  the  US  or  not,  exhausts  the 
copyright  holder's  rights  m  the  US.  If  the 
first  sale  is  satisfied  by  a  sale  between  two 
foreign  countries,  then  what  is  the  benefit  of 
having  a  US  copyright?  "We  think  our  posi- 
tion is  consistent  with  the  state  of  the  law 
for  the  last  25-30  years." 


A  District  Court  judge  in  California 
granted  a  summary  judgment  motion  for 
Costco  in  2006  before  the  9th  Circuit 
reversed  that  decision  m  2008.  Collen  IP 
will  begin  oral  arguments  before  the 
Supreme  Court  on  November  8,  2010, 

Rise  of  the  Machines 

In  their  14  years  at  the  helm  of  Collen 
IP  Jess  and  Jane  have  seen  firsthand  how 
the  rise  of  technology  has  changed  the 
intellectual  property  law  landscape  and 
dramatically  increased  opportunities  for 
infringement.  "There  are  whole  new  genres 
of  infringement  enabled  by  the  Internet," 
said  Jane.  "For  instance,  'counterfeit  goods' 
particularly  of  designer  brands,  are  regularly 
sold  on  the  Internet  dubbed  as  'replicas.' 
This  has  been  a  plague  on  luxury  goods 
owners,"  added  Jess. 

"1  was  just  speaking  with  a  client  who 
makes  videos  for  educational  purposes. 
He  says  his  business  is  in  tatters  because 
his  content  is  duplicated  without  hesitation 
online,  posted  on  sites  like  YouTube,  and 
generally  distributed  without  restriction — or 
compensation — around  the  world.  A  com- 
pany which  used  to  sell  tens  or  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  copies  now  struggles  to  turn 
even  the  smallest  profit." 


6*  www.law.wnec.edu 


PERSPECTIVES 


II 

We  are  capable  of  providing  a 
whole  spectrum  of  services.  We  can 
take  clients  with  no  concept  of  IP  and 
give  them  a  crash  course  in  'IP  101/ 
coaching  them  along  step-by-step 
with  what  they  should  be  doing.  We 
can  also  work  with  multinational 
corporations  who  have  been  doing 
this  for  a  while  and  give  them  a  level 
of  expertise  that  they  now  need." 

Jane  Collen  '84 

II 

In  my  view,  use  of  trademark  and 
copyrighted  content  online,  from 
eBay  to  YouTube  to  countless  other 
sites,  is  unlawful.  These  sites  have 
appropriated  content  unfairly  and 
'published'  it  unlawfully.  But  state 
laws  do  not  exist  and  court  rulings 
are  slow  in  coming.  " 

Jess  Collen  '84 


The  law  struggles  lo  keep  pace  with 
technological  advances.  "The  Supreme 
Court  just  opined  on  patents  for  business 
methods  but  most  observers  think  they 
left  the  situation  only  slightly  less  fuzzy 
than  before  they  decided  the  case,"  said 
Jess,  'in  my  view,  use  of  trademark  and 
copyrighted  content  online,  from  eBay  to 
YouTube  to  countless  other  sites,  is  unlaw- 
ful. These  sites  have  appropriated  content 
unfairly  and  'published"  it  unlawfully  But 
state  laws  do  not  exist  and  court  rulings 
are  slow  in  coming." 

From  Neighborhood  Pharmacy 
to  International  Legal  Practice 

when  Jess  and  Jane  enrolled  in  the  evening 
program  at  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  in  the  fall  of  1980  they 
owned  and  operated  a  chain  of  pharmacies 
in  western  Massachusetts.  "We  had  no 
intention  of  ever  practicing  law  except  as  it 
would  pertain  to  our  business,"  remem- 
bered Jess.  "That  plan  changed  wiihin  a 
matter  of  a  few  months  after  starting  law 
school.  I  felt  Western  New  England  College 
prepared  me  with  a  solid,  fundamental  sur- 
vey of  the  law.  I  was  ready  for  all  sorts  of 
things  that  came  up  in  my  career." 

"The  joke  was  we  went  to  law  school  as 
a  hobby"  added  Jane.  "Jess  and  I  wanted  to 


gel  master's  degrees  in  something  and  we 
lacked  law  because  we  thought  it  would 
blend  in  well  with  the  business  with  which 
we  were  involved.  As  I  progressed  through 
lavi/  school,  I  said  to  myself,  'Boy  this  is  a 
vcr)'  expensive  and  lime  consuming  hobby 
and  it's  really  not  that  much  inn',  Bui  it 
was  really  interesting  and  it  led  us  to  our 
current  profession. 

"I  think  they  had  great  IP  courses.  1 
was  really  excited  about  every  one  we  look. 
1  think  we  took  three,  a  trademark  one,  a 
patent  one,  and  then  a  general  IP  class. 
They  were  all  great." 

Western  New  England's  atmosphere  of 
personal  attention  manifested  itself  in  a 
unique  way  for  the  Collens.  "Our  securities 
law  professor,  Martin  Budd,  wrote  a  final 
exam  question  about  Jess  and  I, "  said  Jane. 
'"Mr  and  Mrs.  C.  who  owned  a  corpora- 
lion...'  It  took  me  a  few  minutes  of  exam 
time  to  get  over  the  shock  of  reading  about 
my  life  as  a  legal  hypothetical.  I  actually 
remember  him  coming  into  one  of  our 
stores  and  buying  a  candy  bar  from  me." 

The  Importance  of  Giving  Back 

Collen  IP  IS  a  recognized  national  leader  in 
continuing  legal  education  initiatives  and 
Jess  and  Jane,  personally,  are  active  m  phil- 
anthropic projects  as  well. 

Attorneys  from  Collen  IP  give  educa- 
tional seminars  at  international  conferences 
and  write  scholarly  pieces  on  intellectual 
property  issues  for  some  of  the  leading 
journals  m  the  field.  "Our  firm  believes 
strongly  in  being  ahead  of  the  curve," 
explained  Jane.  "It  is  important  to  us  to 
stay  on  lop  of  all  the  breaking  develop- 
ments m  our  field.  Jess  was  giving  speeches 
on  the  Internet  and  the  issues  it  engen- 
dered for  the  protection  of  IP  back  before 
some  people  in  the  audience  even  knew 
what  it  was.  Some  of  the  most  exciting 
moments  of  practicing  have  been  in  being 
in  places  ol  decision  and  lobbying  for 
pulling  into  place  international  laws  for 
protecting  IP  on  the  Internet  around  the 
world.  In  general  we  feel  it  is  worthwhile 
to  in\-est  the  time  in  passing  on  this  knowl- 
edge in  the  form  of  seminars  and  CLEs  lor 
other  attorneys." 


In  the  forthcoming  January  issue  of 
the  WesJern  New  England  Law  Review, 
Collen  IP  will  publish  an  article  about  the 
use  of  technology. 

Jess  and  Jane  also  helped  create  an 
organization  called  Life  Project  for  Africa, 
which  helps  in  humanitarian  efforts  on  the 
continent.  Founded  in  2005,  Life  Project 
for  Africa  is  the  brainchild  of  Jess,  Jane, 
and  Stephan  Mosha,  a  Catholic  priest 
whom  they  met  while  he  was  assigned  to 
work  ai  their  local  church.  Jess  and  Jane 
helped  Father  Mosha  set  up  a  nonprofit 
corporation  in  the  US  and  collect  dona- 
tions from  private  and  institutional  con- 
tributors. The  organization  has  helped 
build  a  health  center  for  women  and 
children  on  the  outskirts  of  Dar  es  Salaam, 
Tanzania,  and  they  are  also  working  to 
support  children  orphaned  by  AIDS  in 
Uganda.  The  needs  are  mind  boggling 
and  almost  unlimited,  but  we  are  trying  to 
make  our  own  small  difference,"  said  Jess. 

From  the  quiet  surroundings  of  their 
suburban  Victorian  offices,  the  Collens" 
influence  now  extends  around  the  globe.  ♦ 


FALL  2010 


Commencement 

2010 


Describing  tlie  evolution  of  the  Class 
of  2010,  Student  Speaker  George  F. 
O'Donnell  '10  reminisced,  "Before  we 
knew  it,  we  were  experienced  second 
year  law  students,  or  so  we  thought... 
we  changed  our  minds.  We  were 
inspired.  We  questioned  everything. 
We  began  to  think  like  lawyers." 


Staci  A.  Zaretsky  '10  and  Dwayne  D. 
Kinney  '10  sang  the  National  Anthem. 


Class  of  2010  Called 
to  Exemplify  Professional  Integrity 


"During  your  careers, 
use  the  privilege 
generously,"  urged 
Dean  Art  Gaudio 
as  he  addressed 
the  graduating 
class  of  2010. 

It  was  a  theme  that  would  res- 
onate throughout  the  May  22 
ceremony  that  saw  nearly  200 
candidates  receive  degrees  from 
Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law.  The  Juris  Doctor 
degree  was  awarded  to  175  stu- 
dents. Attracting  students  from 
across  the  country,  the  online 
LL.M.  in  Estate  Planning  and 
Elder  Law  program  conferred  21 
degrees.  Two  students  also 
received  the  Master  of  Business 
Administration  degree  through 
the  combined  J.D./MBA  pro- 
gram. 

"Find  joy  and  passion  in  your 
work,"  advised  College  President 
Anthony  S.  Caprio.  "Use  the  law 


to  enrich  yourself  in  ways  that  go 
well  beyond  the  dollar.  Through 
the  knowledge  of  the  law  that  you 
have  acquired  here,  you  can 
uphold  the  rule  of  law,  ensure 
that  the  fair  administration  of  jus- 
tice prevails,  defend  the  rights 
and  the  liberties  of  all— those  you 
love,  know,  and  want  to  protect 
as  well  as  your  fellow  citizens 
who  are  less  powerful,  less  edu- 
cated, and  not  as  fortunate  as  you 
have  been." 

Leading  his  address  with  a 
quote  from  18th  century  historian 
Donald  Kagan  on  the  decline  of 
Athens,  Commencement  Speaker 
Dr.  Frank  Macchiarola  used  this 
cautionary  tale  to  inspire  the  new 
graduates  to  navigate  their 
careers  with  integrity  amid 
today's  turbulent  economic  times, 
holding  closely  to  the  principals 
and  ideals  that  first  attracted 
them  to  the  law. 

He  told  members  of  the  Class 
of  2010,  "You  have  a  responsibil- 
ity as  much  to  understand  the 
past  as  you  do  to  prepare  for  that 


Frank  J.  Macchiarola,  Chancellor  of 
St.  Francis  College,  pictured  here  with 
School  of  Law  Dean  Art  Gaudio,  served 
as  the  Law  Commencement  speaker 
and  was  awarded  an  honorary  Doctor 
of  Laws  degree. 


future.  You  have  an  obligation  to 
understand  our  society  and  its 
needs;  you  have  an  obligation  to 
know  what  the  values  of  democ- 
racy are  and  what  the  responsibil- 
ities of  citizenship  and  leadership 
in  our  society  mean.  Make  no 
mistake  about  it;  the  legal  profes- 
sion is  the  first  profession  of 
modern  society." 


This  year,  three  students  from  the  3-t-3  Law  accelerated 
bachelor/law  degree  program  earned  their  J.D.s:  Charity  Gore 
'08/L'10,  Casey  Nunez  '08/L'10,  and  Kristen  Sopet  '08/L'10. 
Through  the  program,  students  begin  their  law  studies  during  their 
senior  year  at  Western  New  England  College  to  earn  both  degrees 
in  six  years  instead  of  seven. 


View  the  Commencement  photo  album  at  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni 
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Commencement  2010    By  Mary  McLean  Orszulak  G'10 


Althea  Udolnyang  '10  (aunt)  David  Coughlin  '10 


James  Murtha  '10 


Lindsay  Robert  '10 


Natlian  Kannas  '10 


Balance  Will  Be  Key 
to  Rewarding  Professional  and  Personal  Lives 


"Without  your 
participation  in 
the  life  of  your  family, 
your  career  will  not 
be  as  satisfying  as  it 
can  or  should  be," 
said  Dean  Gaudio. 


While  it  is  customary  at  commence- 
ment ceremonies  to  ask  the  gradu- 
ates to  publicaliy  recognize  their 
family  members  who  helped  them 
achieve  their  goals,  Dr  Macchiarola 
took  that  sentiment  to  a  more  seri- 
ous level.  He  told  the  graduates, 
"Today  you  are  surrounded  by  those 
who  love  you,  by  those  who  have 
stood  by  you  in  the  difficult  years 


you  have  had  in  both  college  and 
law  school,"  Their  presence,  he  said, 
"attests  to  the  truth  that  nothing 
great  or  meaningful  is  ever  achieved 
alone.  Thus  you  know  that  you  did 
not  arrive  at  this  graced  moment 
without  help.  In  short,  you  owe 
debts  that  can  never  be  repaid,  debts 
on  account  of  love  and  support  by 
many  along  the  way" 


While  they  may  be  too  young 
now  to  realize  it,  these  little  ones 
helped  inspire  their  parents  through 
the  long  nights  of  study  and  days  of 
juggling  class,  work,  family,  and 
career  obligations.  Our  student-par- 
ents recognized  that  through  their 
legal  degrees  they  would  be  empow- 
ered to  shape  a  more  just  society  for 
today's  and  tomorrow's  generations. 


Convocation  2010 


Triumphant  grads  emerge  from 
Symphony  Hall — welcome  new 
alums! 


"In  a  law  school  setting,  an  academic 
convocation  is  more  than  a  mere  calling 
together  of  the  members  of  our  legal 
community.  It  is  also  an  opportunity  to 
motivate  and  inspire  us  in  the  traditions  and 
the  principles  of  the  legal  profession." 

Art  Gaudio  Dean,  School  of  Law 


Another  academic  year  formally  began  on  August 
31,  2010,  when  the  School  of  Law  celebrated  its 
annual  Convocation  ceremony  in  the  Law  School 
Commons.  The  Honorable  Alvin  W.  Thompson, 
Chief  Judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court  for 
the  District  of  Connecticut,  served  as  keynote 
speaker  and  addressed  incoming  and  returning 
students  about  the  responsibilities  of  the  career 
upon  which  they  were  embarking. 

"No  matter  what  your  future  endeavors  in  the 
law  may  be,  it  will  always  be  important  to  think 
beyond  yourself  and  think  and  act  beyond  your 
own  self  interests,"  said  Judge  Thompson.  "In 
other  words,  buy  into  the  idea  that  ideals  matter 
and  idealism  makes  the  difference. 

"It  will  make  a  difference  to  you  and  others, 
when  you  live  out  and  promote  the  values  of  our 
democracy,  not  merely  when  you  get  to  try  a  big 
case  that  goes  to  the  Supreme  Court  or  otherwise 
gets  a  lot  of  attention,  but  also  when  you  represent 
someone  on  a  pro  bono  matter  when  no  one  but 
you  will  truly  realize  what  you  have  done  to  support 
the  ideals  of  our  nation." 
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Development  Report  By  JoAnne  R.  O'Neil 


Please  support  the  School  of  Law. 

Get  into  the  habit  of  giving. 

Research  has  proven  it  takes  21  days  to  form  a  habit.  Habits  are  an 
essential  part  of  life;  without  them  we  would  fail  in  most  things  we 
try  to  accomplish.  We  have  many  loyal  donors  who  have  made  it  a 
habit  to  give  every  year — sometimes  more,  sometimes  less,  but 
always  something.  Some  have  given  for  the  better  part  of  a  decade. 


owever,  many  more  alumni 
have  yet  to  get  into  the 
habit.  With  their  help  and 


yours,  we  can  increase  our  ability  to 
meet  the  financial  needs  of  today's 
deserving  students. 

Throughout  our  history,  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law 
has  enjoyed  a  very  close  relationship 
with  our  students,  our  alumni,  and 
our  community. 

Our  studenis  enjoy  a  collegial  environment 
where  leaching  is  collaborative  and  profes- 
sors open  their  office  doors  for  assistance 
and  discussion.  Students  become  adept  in 
practice  through  our  various  clinics,  extern- 
ships,  and  public  interest  initiatives.  Giving 
time  and  energ)-  to  the  community  is  a  com- 
mon theme  played  out  m  the  School  of  Law. 
Your  support  is  part  of  that  tradition  of 
engagement,  and  helps  us  continue  to  offer 
an  outstanding  legal  education  to  our  stu- 
dents, offer  programs  that  help  and  inform 
our  community,  and  allow  our  distinguished 
faculty  to  contribute  to  the  legal  profession 
through  research  and  scholarship. 


Since  the  first  law  courses  were  offered 
in  1919,  our  instilulion  has  distinguished 
itself  as  a  place  where  studenis  excel  and 
graduates  succeed.  Excellent  scholars,  out- 
standing students  and  programs,  successful 
graduates,  and  award  winning  teams  have 
enhanced  our  reputation. 

In  the  world  of  academia,  a  law  school  is 
judged  not  only  on  its  academic  perfor- 
mance, it  is  also  judged  on  the  financial 
assistance  it  receives  from  its  alumni. 
Indeed,  alumni  support  is  a  key  factor  in 
grant  awards  from  foundations  and  others, 
and  the  most  important  measure  is  the  per- 
centage of  alumni  who  give,  not  how  much 
they  give. 

The  challenge  for  a  school  our  size 
has  long  been  development — attracting 
the  financial  resources  to  help  us  to  enroll 
the  best  and  brightest  to  our  institution. 
Alumni  gifts  are  key  in  helping  us  create 
endowed  scholarships  or  to  increase  the 
Annual  Fund  to  address  this  growing  need. 

The  School  of  Law  is  always  grateful 
to  receive  large  gifts  and  donations;  such 
generosity  enables  the  School  to  earmark 
funds  for  specific  goals.  However,  all 
giving,  even  in  small  amounts  on  a  regular 
basis,  can  have  a  significant  impact  on  the 


School,  our  students,  and  our  reputation. 
We  celebrate  each  new  gift  no  mailer  how 
large  or  small  it  is. 

We  have  7,200  alumni.  If  we  were  able 
to  increase  alumni  participation  by  five  per- 
cent we  would  ha\'e  more  than  $100,000  to 
add  to  our  alumni  scholarship  fund. 

Please  consider  giving  and  make  it  a 
yearly  habit.  So  mark  your  calendars  for 
21  days  from  today  to  begin  making  a  differ- 
ence in  the  lives  of  the  students  at  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law. 


Did  you  know: 

We  give  our  law  students  an  average 
of  $8,700  in  grants  and/or  discounted 
tuition  each  year.  More  than  95  per- 
cent of  our  students  need  financial  aid 

Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law  increased  its  tuition  by  3.5 
percent  this  year — well  below  the 
national  average  of  4.5  percent,  and 
our  students  graduate  with  less  debt 
than  most  of  our  peer  schools. 


♦  www.law.wnec.edu 
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HOPE 

in  the 

CITY 


by  Deb  Whittemore 


In  cities  across  the  nation,  from  New 
York  to  San  Francisco  and  Chicago  to  Miami, 
neighborhoods  that  house  the  poorest  of  the 
poor  are  being  transformed  from  the  inside 
out.  Bill  Whitman  78  is  in  the  business  of 
repairing  cities,  one  neighborhood  at  a  time. 

"Rebuilding  a  community  is  not  just  about 
bricks  and  mortar — it  involves  many  ingredi- 
ents," says  Whitman,  Executive  Vice  President 
and  Chief  Underwriter  forTelesis,  a  Washing- 
ton, DC-based  corporation  that  plans,  finances, 
and  builds  urban  communities  that  are  livable, 
beautiful,  and  safe.  "What  we  are  doing  is 
repairing  torn  urban  fabric." 
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Alumni  Profile  BIII  whitman  78 


Whitman  knows  something  about 
urban  communities.  Born  in  Hartford, 
he  grew  up  in  New  Jersey  just  outside  of  New 
Yorl<  City,  where  "I  never  went  hungry  at  night," 
he  says,  "but  we  didn't  have  a  lot  of  money." 
After  getting  his  undergrad  degree  from  UlVlass 
and  graduating  from  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  in  1978,  Whitman  worked 
for  a  Massachusetts  anti-poverty  agency  and  later 
served  as  Special  Assistant  to  the  Director  of 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  in  the  1980s, 

"Those  were  the  go-go  years  in  Boston;  the 
Redevelopment  Authority  was  the  place  to  be," 
says  Whitman.  "I  did  a  lot  of  work  on  large,  com- 
plicated projects...  I  became  well-versed  in  urban 
development  issues  and  in  complex  public  financ- 
ing structures — structures  that  involve  public 
grants,  tax  credits,  and  various  kinds  of  debt 
woven  together  to  make  hard  projects  work." 

After  leaving  the  Redevelopment  Authority 
in  the  early  1990s,  Whitman  went  into  private 
law  practice  for  a  few  years  until  he  received  a 
call  from  the  Director  of  the  Redevelopment 
Authority.  "He  said  'Come  on  down  to  DC,  I  want 
you  to  meet  someone,'"  Whitman  recalls.  That 
someone  was  Marilyn  Melkonian,  the  woman 
who  founded  Telesis.  Whitman  started  there 
in  January  1995  and  found  himself  back  in 
his  element. 

Since  its  founding  in  1985,  Telesis  has  planned 
and  structured  a  mix  of  over  $2  billion  in  public 
private  financing  for  the  revitalization  of  urban 
neighborhoods,  and  planned  or  developed  more 
than  1  5,000  units  of  affordable  housing  along 
with  a  range  of  commercial  and  civic  uses.  Using 
funding  from  both  public  sources  (such  as  HUD 
grants  or  the  new  market  tax  credit  program)  and 
private  partners,  each  project  aims  to  transform  a 
community  through  not  just  quality  design  and 
construction,  but  by  addressing  the  root  of  what 


makes  an  urban  neighborhood  great,  and  shoring 
up  the  pieces  that  are  lacking — like  public  safety, 
access  to  social  services,  and  improvements  to 
schools  and  medical  facilities. 

"When  we  go  into  a  new  community,  one  of 
the  first  things  we  do  is  get  local  residents 
involved  in  the  redevelopment  process.  Just  doing 
that  helps  to  cure  a  breach — that  act  of  recogniz- 
ing, of  showing  them  they  are  an  important  part  of 
the  solution.  We  get  the  leaders  together,  and  start 
identifying  problems  in  the  community  and  strate- 
gies for  rebuilding.  Then  we  build  housing,  com- 
munity centers,  retail  spaces,  and  other  facilities 
they  can  respect,"  says  Whitman. 

"I've  seen  it  again  and  again.  If  you  house 
people  in  quality  housing  in  an  attractive  setting, 
they  will  respect  that,"  he  continues.  "I  subscribe 
to  the  Broken  Window  Theory  Rudy  Guiliani  used 
when  he  was  mayor  of  New  York.  You  can't  leave 
the  broken  windows  in  abandoned  buildings.  You 
have  to  make  the  physical  environment  something 
people  will  respect  and  begin  to  turn  the  energy 
around.  When  the  public  sector  makes  that  kind  of 
an  investment,  the  community  and  the  private  sec- 
tor then  respond." 

When  all  of  the  players  reach  a  consensus  on 
the  course  of  action,  Whitman's  work  as  a  lawyer 
and  financing  expert  is  just  beginning.  "The  large 
public  private  projects  are  like  puzzles,"  he  says. 
"There's  the  intellectual  challenge  of  dealing  with 
complex  financing  structures,  and  dealing  with 
different  bodies  of  law  that  apply  in  different 
aspects  of  redevelopment.  Then  there's  the  fun  of 
dealing  with  different  professions:  the  architects, 
engineers,  consultants,  government  officials,  and 
all  the  community  people  it  takes  to  pull  a  big  pro- 
ject together.  I  enjoy  that,"  he  says. 

For  15  years.  Whitman  has  played  an  integral 
role  in  reviving  neighborhoods  in  New  York  City; 
Chicago;  Washington,  DC;  Wilmington,  NC;  and 


Saint  Petersburg,  FL,  to  name  a  few.  He  has 
worked  with  some  of  America's  best  urban  plan- 
ners and  architects,  and  learned  volumes  in  the 
process.  "This  job  has  taken  me  to  places  that  are 
new  and  different,  and  I've  learned  the  technical 
side  of  so  many  subjects  beyond  the  law,"  he  says. 
"I  didn't  know  what  a  geotechnical  engineer  did 
before;  now  I  talk  like  one." 

In  addition  to  his  work  with  Telesis,  several 
years  ago  Whitman  started  his  own  company.  New 
Community  Partners,  which  develops  affordable 
housing  on  the  Gulf  Coast  in  the  Mississippi  and 
New  Orleans  area.  In  areas  that  were  devastated 
by  Hurricane  Katrina,  new  modest,  yet  attractive 
1,400-square  foot  homes  are  rising.  "First-time 
home  buyers  are  able  to  get  into  their  new  homes 
for  between  $500-$800  a  month,  which  allows 
them  to  get  out  of  these  expensive  rentals  and 
start  to  build  some  equity,"  Whitman  says. 

"My  legal  training  at  Western  New  England 
gave  me  the  analytical  ability  and  skills  I  need 
to  manage  multidisciplinary  teams  in  complex 
regulatory  environments.  I  truly  feel  privileged 
to  do  what  I  do,"  he  concludes.  "I  guess  I've 
always  had  a  passion  for  social  justice.  I'm  not 
sure  where  I  got  that  from.  My  grandfather  was 
an  Episcopalian  minister  and  he  had  a  pretty  big 
influence  on  me.  And  then  of  course  I  was  in 
college  in  the  1960s.  I  did  a  lot  of  thinking  and 
reading  during  the  college  years...  today  my 
work  is  not  only  fun,  but  I  can  continue  to  stick 
with  my  social  justice  mission. 

"There  are  so  many  neighborhoods  in  America 
that  have  experienced  decades  of  disinvestment 
and  neglect.  The  poorest  of  the  poor  live  there. 
There  are  high  levels  of  crime,  low  levels  of 
services.  We  find  a  starting  point,"  he  says.  "We 
get  a  toe  hold  and  show  people  what  can  be.  We 
start  a  positive  chain  of  events  instead  of  letting 
the  decline  and  disinvestment  continue."  ♦ 


"I've  seen  it  again 
and  again.  If  you  house 

people  in  quality 
housing  in  an 

attractive  setting, 
they  will  respect  that." 
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"Study  abroad  can  be  a  transfor- 
mative experience,  broadening 
horizons,  interests,  and  global 
and  cultural  awareness,"  observes 

Beth  D.  Cohen,  Associate  Dean  for  Academic  Affairs 
and  Associate  Professor  of  Law.  In  addition  to  serv- 
ing as  Director  of  the  Legal  Research  and  Writing 
Program,  Dean  Cohen  is  the  School's  liaison  for 
study  abroad  opportunities. 

She  encourages  law  students  to  explore  the 
myriad  of  summer  study  abroad  programs  approved 
and  accredited  by  the  American  Bar  Association. 
Says  Cohen,  "Depending  on  the  program,  students 
may  have  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  an  intern- 
ship, and  observe  and  learn  about  other  legal  systems." 

Mirroring  a  growing  national  interest  in  legal 
study  abroad,  this  summer,  six  students  from  the 
School  of  Law  studied  in  Paris  at  the  University  of 
Paris  X  (Nanterre)  where  Professor  Eric  Gouvin  has 
taught  Comparative  Law  for  several  summers.  Oth- 
ers studied  in  England,  Ireland,  Italy,  and  Japan. 
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study  Abroad    By  Mary  McLean  Orszulak  G'10 


Human  Rights— A  European  Perspective 

Whitney  Holovach  3L  spent  nearly  six  weeks  in  Rome  in  a  summer 
program  at  Lungotevere  Arnaldo  da  Brescia  hosted  by  Temple  Univer- 
sity. Having  "fallen  in  love"  with  Italy  as  an  undergraduate,  Whitney 
specifically  sought  a  program  focusing  on  international  human  nghts 
that  would  also  return  her  to  the  city  that  gave  the  world  its  first  profes- 
sional jurists. 

"I  have  always  had  a  passion  for  civil  rights  and  thought  that  taking 
international  human  rights  would  be  extremely  interesting,"  said  Whit- 
ney. "I  have  worked  at  several  civil  rights  agencies,  but  wanted  to  learn 
about  the  topic  on  a  more  global  level  to  see  if  human  nghts  litigation 
would  be  an  area  of  interest  for  me," 

Beginning  her  search  with  the  ABA  website,  Whitney  reviewed  five 
programs  offered  in  Rome.  On  her  return  trip  to  Italy,  she  chose  not  to 
travel  as  much  and  simply  "enjoy  living  in  Rome."  Excursions  within  her 
program  did  take  her  to  Pompeii  and  to  Consiglio  Nazionale  Forense  in 
Rome,  the  Italian  equivalent  to  the  Bar  Association. 

As  she  had  hoped,  the  courses  Whitney  took  in  International  Envi- 
ronmental Law  and  International  Human  Rights  Law  brought  her  career 
goals  into  sharper  focus. 

"The  expenence  has  changed  my  career  plans  for  the  better,  as  both 
classes  allowed  me  to  take  a  senous  look  at  going  into  the  field  of  inter- 
national law  after  graduation." 


IP  Law— Tokyo  Style 

In  the  course  of  one's  legal  education,  David  DeFreest  3L  believes  "It's 
a  good  idea  to  witness  and  participate  in  the  way  a  different  society 
practices  its  law." 

David,  who  spent  seven  weeks  in  Japan,  represents  the  second 
camp  of  law  students  seeking  study  abroad  opportunities-those  who 
missed  the  opportunity  to  travel  as  undergraduates. 

Beyond  the  chance  to  expenence  Tokyo,  David  saw  it  as  an  ideal 
destination  to  pursue  study  in  two  areas  of  career  interest.  He  says,  "I 
chose  Japan  because  the  program  was  about  Intellectual  Property  Law 
and  Business  Law" 

Offered  through  Santa  Clara  Law,  the  Tokyo  program  is  taught  by 
distinguished  professors  and  practicing  Japanese  attorneys.  David 
attended  classes  in  the  Asia  Center  of  Japan  in  Aoyama,  Tokyo. 

David  views  his  internship  at  an  international  law  firm  as  the  best 
part  of  his  expenence  abroad,  stating,  "The  work  I  did  gave  me  a  solid 
understanding  of  what  would  be  required  should  I  take  a  job  in  an  inter- 
national law  firm. 

"It  IS  increasingly  important  in  a  global  community  to  understand 
how  other  cultures  function  in  relation  to  their  laws.  It  is  becoming 
inevitable  in  the  practice  of  law  that  one  is  going  to  have  to  deal  with 
conflicts  that  take  place  internationally  on  some  level."  ♦ 
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CampusUPDATE 


By  Beth  Barszcz 


From  February  -  September  2010 


ACADEMIC  MINUTE 


Faculty  Gain  Broader 
Audience  Tlirough 
WAMC  Academic  Minute 

Western  New  England  College  professors  will  be  taking 
the  leap  from  addressing  a  small  classroom  to  speaking 
to  millions  who  comprise  the  audience  of  WAMC  North- 
east Public  Radio  as  the  College  has  become  one  of  the 
charter  contributors  to  a  new  daily  segment  called  The 
Academic  Minute.  The  segment,  which  features  profes- 
sors from  Western  New  England  College  as  well  as  a 
range  of  instructors  from  institutions  across  the  country, 
is  an  opportunity  for  leading  experts  to  explain  their 
research  and  discoveries  to  engaged  listening  audiences. 


Blomedlcai  Engineering  Summer 
Program  Attracts  Elite  High 
School  Students 

This  summer,  a  group  of  27  students  from  16  states 
chose  to  take  a  week  out  of  their  vacation  break  and 
spend  it  at  the  Western  New  England  College  Biomedical 
Engineering  Program.  During  the  week  of  July  19-26, 
the  high  school  students  had  the  opportunity  to  obtain 
hands-on  experience  in  the  field  of  biomedical  engineer- 
ing. The  program  was  designed  to  help  students  explore 
the  study  of  BME.  Students  spent  the  week  on  campus 
performing  lab  experiments  in  various  areas  including 
biomaterials,  cell  and  tissue  engineering,  sports  biome- 
chanics, robotic  surgery,  and  neural  engineering.  On  July 
21 ,  they  traveled  to  Six  Flags  New  England  in  order  to 
solve  a  mystery  and  explore  the  response  of  the  human 
body  to  acceleration.  Read  more  about  this  story  at 
www.wnec.edu/bme. 


College  Remembers 
Alfred  A.  LaRiviere 
'51/H'95/H'01 

It  is  with  heavy  hearts  that  Western  New 
England  College  learned  of  the  passing  of 
longtime  friend,  alumnus,  and  Trustee 
Alfred  A.  LaRiviere  on  July  17.  He  was  93. 

"A!  has  been  such  a  presence  at  the 
College  for  over  60  years  that  his  influence 
and  commitment  will  be  felt  for  as  long 
as  we  carry  him  in  our  mind  and  hearts," 
said  College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio 
reflecting  on  the  loss  of  his  friend.  "Al 
loved  Western  New  England,  its  students, 
and  the  faculty  and  staff  who  do  our  best 
to  help  all  young  people  develop  into 
caring  adults.  He  has  been  a  role  model 
for  so  many  of  us." 
Al  played  a  major  role  in  the  College's  history  and  success.  He  was 
a  1951  graduate  of  Northeastern  College  -  Springfield  Division,  the 
predecessor  of  Western  New  England  College.  Al  served  on  the  College's 
Board  of  Trustees  from  1968  until  his  death,  and  he  received  an  honorary 
doctor  of  laws  degree  in  1995  and  an  honorary  baccalaureate  degree  in  2001 
along  with  his  fellow  members  of  the  Class  of  1951 . 

In  1999,  the  LaRiviere  Living  and  Learning  Center  was  dedicated  in  honor 
of  Al  and  his  wife  Marian.  The  two  were  more  than  merely  names  on  the 
building — they  were  a  frequent  presence  in  the  residence  hall,  hosting  a 
reception  each  spring  for  the  students  who  lived  there.  "Al  LaRiviere  loved 
this  college,  especially  the  students,"  said  Tom  Wozniak,  Assistant  Dean  of 
Students  and  Residence  Life.  "This  year  we  celebrated  the  tenth  anniversary 
of  laRiv'  (the  nickname  given  by  students)  in  a  big  way.  Afterward,  Al 
and  Marian  sent  me  a  letter  and  photo  of  them  in  their  matching  tenth  year 
T-shirts,  proudly  stating  they  are  'kindred  spirits'  with  the  students  who  live 
there.  They  truly  are  and  always  will  be." 

Read  more  about  Al's  incredible  legacy  at  www.wnec.edu/news. 


Al  and  Marian  LaRiviere  at  the  "LaRiv "  Tentli  Anniversary  celebration 
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By  Professor  Arthur  D.  Wolf,  Director,  Legislative  Institute 


INSTITUTE  FOR  LEGISLATIVE  AND 
GOVERNMENTAL  AFFAIRS 

SPRING  2010  SUMMARY  OF  PROGRAMS 


The  Legislative  Institute  had  an  especially  active 
spring  semester.  In  addition  to  the  programs  noted 
here,  we  entertained  the  semi-annual  visit  of 
the  Massachusetts  Appeals  Court.  Further,  the 
Institute  offered  a  simulation  course  in  Legislation, 
in  which  students  engaged  in  research,  writing, 
drafting,  and  role  playing  (legislators  and  commit- 
tee witnesses). 

In  February,  we  hosted  Lt.  Gov.  Tim  Murray  '94,  who 
chairs  the  Governor's  Council  to  Address  Sexual  and 
Domestic  Violence.  In  the  J.  Gerard  Pellegrini  Moot 
Court  Room,  he  presided  over  a  community  forum  to 
explore  these  issues,  which  included  experts  on  and 
victims  of  sexual  and  domestic  violence. 

In  April,  our  Fourth  Annual  Regional  Civil  Rights 
Conference  drew  over  180  people,  with  Attorney 
John  Relman  delivering  the  keynote  address.  Attor- 
ney Relman  presented  several  cases  in  which  public 
officials  and  private  persons  sought  to  interfere  with 
and  prevent  the  enforcement  of  fair  housing  and 
other  rights  of  minorities. 

In  addition,  Conference  panelists  addressed  fair 
housing,  predatory  lending,  and  foreclosure  litigation 
strategies;  community  development  and  obstructions 
to  affordable  housing;  hate  crimes  and  community 
policing;  and  reducing  barriers  to  employment  and 
housing  because  of  disability,  domestic  violence,  and 
other  disadvantages. 


During  the  spring,  we  were  also  privileged  to  host  a  panel  discussion  based  on  the 
acclaimed  book:  The  Guantanamo  Lawyers:  Inside  a  Prison  Outside  the  Law.  Book  authors 
Mark  Denbeaux,  Professor  of  Law  at  Seton  Hall  Law  School,  and  Jonathan  Hafetz,  Attorney 
with  the  National  Security  Project  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU),  were  joined 
by  fellow  Attorneys  Ellen  Lubell  and  William  Newman,  local  ACLU  Director. 

The  four  lawyers  have  represented  detainees  held  at  Guantanamo.  The  panelists  explored 
the  struggles  to  bring  justice  to  GITMO  against  seemingly  insurmountable  odds,  giving  voice 
to  the  experiences  of  the  detainees. 

Ms.  Brittany  Decker,  a  Western  New  England  Communication  major,  and  School  of  Law 
Professor  Matthew  Charity  brought  new  perspectives  to  the  Cambodian  "killing  fields." 
Professor  Charity  began  the  program  by  exploring  the  autocratic  rule  of  the  Khmer  Rouge 
from  1975-79,  resulting  in  the  murders  of  over  one  million  Cambodians,  and  the  current 
criminal  prosecutions. 

Ms.  Decker  had  recently  visited  Cambodia  under  the  auspices  of  the  Harold  Grinspoon 
Foundation.  She  showed  her  pictures  and  offered  commentary  based  on  her  observations, 
interviews,  and  photos  about  the  contemporary  impact  of  the  "killing  fields"  on  Cambodian  life. 

The  Institute  also  worked  with  our  Office  of  Career  Services  and  International  Law  Society  to 
bring  Attorney  Brenda  Oppermann  '04  to  campus  to  discuss  employment  opportunities  in 
international  law.  She  has  worked  in  Iraq,  Sudan,  and  other  "hot  spots"  around  the  world, 
addressing  human  rights  and  related  issues. 

As  part  of  our  annual  summer  program,  the  Institute  hosted  two  Siena  College  students. 
Under  faculty  supervision,  Siena  fellows  Dan  Supple  and  Jill  Wojdyla  engaged  in  extensive 
research  and  writing  projects.  Jill  worked  with  Professor  Bruce  Miller,  exploring  the  Military 
Commissions  Act  of  2006  as  the  legal  basis  for  trying  detainees  in  the  war  on  terrorism. 

Dan  Supple,  whom  I  supervised,  examined  reforming  medical  malpractice  in  Massa- 
chusetts, focusing  on  the  tribunal  system  and  the  limits  on  certain  monetary  awards  in 
comparison  with  New  York.  As  part  of  his  research,  Dan  traveled  with  State  Senator  Gale 
Candaras  '82  to  the  Massachusetts  State  House  to  further  explore  the  critical  issues. 


Lt.  Governor  Tim  Murray  '94  greets  Dean  Art  Gaudio  and  Professor  Art  Wolf.       Attorney  John  Relman 


FALL  2010 


♦  17 


by  Mary  McLean  Orszulak  G'10 
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Faculty  Profile,  Norm  Prance 


Each  year  at  Commencement  one  stu- 
dent is  recognized  with  The  Norman 
Prance  Award  for  Academic  Excel- 
lence, the  highest  honor  awarded  by  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law.  The 
prize  is  awarded  by  the  full-time  faculty  to  a 
member  of  the  class  who,  in  terms  of  grade 
point  average,  classroom  participation,  and 
extracurricular  academic  actmties,  best 
reflects  the  educational  and  professional  qual- 
ities exemplified  by  former  Professor  Norman 
Prance.  The  recipient  is  chosen  as  the  student 
whom  the  faculty  believe  "Professor  Prance 
would  have  most  liked  to  know  and  teach." 

This  year, 
Bernardo  Cuadra  '10 
(pictured  left)  was 
that  student.  "I  am 
honored  to  have 
received  the  Norman 
Prance  Award,  and  I 
am  grateful  to  the  fac- 
ulty for  selecting  me. 
I  am  also  very  hum- 
bled, considering  the 
tremendous  amount 
of  respect  Professor 
Prance  had  among  the 
faculty  and  the  stu- 
dents," said  Bernardo. 

"At  the  same  time, 
1  feel  inspired.  It  is 
amazing  that  Professor 
Prance  had  such  an  impact  on  his  colleagues 
and  students  dunng  his  short  teaching  career, 
and  this  award  is  a  wonderful  tnbute 
to  him." 

A  member  of  the  faculty  from  1978  to 
1985  who  officially  retired  in  1987,  Norman 
Prance  remains  one  of  the  most  respected  and 
admired  members  of  the  School  of  Law  com- 
munity With  his  signature  crisp  white  shin 
and  black  tie,  he  was  the  model  of  profession- 
alism students  sought  to  emulate.  His  bnlliant 
legal  mind  is  widely  respected  among  his  col- 
leagues who  taught  alongside  him.  Today,  he 
and  his  wife,  Kathy,  reside  in  an  assisted  liv- 
ing facility  in  Milwaukee,  WI. 

Norm  joined  the  faculty  from  Pillsbury, 
the  renowned  San  Francisco  firm,  in  1978. 
He  earned  his  bachelors  degree  from  Duke 
University  and  his  juris  doctor  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wisconsin  School  of  Law.  He  served 
his  country  valiantly  in  the  Vietnam  War  as 


Norman  Prance  (center)  in 
2007  with  fellow  veterans 
who  served  with  him  in 
Vietnam.  Norman  served 
initially  as  an  RTO  in  the  3rd 
Platoon.  Later  he  served 
both  as  Company  and 
Battalion  RTOs. 


a  radio  telephone  operator  and  received 
a  Silver  Star.  His  noted  legal  scholarship 
includes  "Commercial  impracticability:  A 
textual  and  economic  analysis  of  section 
2-615  of  the  Uniform  Commercial  Code" 
(Indiana  Law  Review). 

When  his  teaching  career  was  abruptly 
cut  short  by  a  debilitating  stroke.  Norm 
retired  prematurely  from  the  School  of  Law, 
but  continues  to  remain  in  touch  with  the 
colleagues  and  students  who  have  become 
lifelong  friends. 

Among  those  who  hold  Norm  in  high 
regard  are  the  faculty  members  who  arrived  at 
the  School  of  Law  in  the  mid-eighties,  inject- 
ing their  own  brand  of  legal  education  into  the 
institution.  Professor  Bruce  Miller  was  one  of 
those  newcomers  schooled  by  Norm. 

Bruce  explains,  "For  most  of  us  who 
started  teaching  at  the  Law  School  dunng 
Howard  Kalodners  term  as  Dean,  Norm 
Prance  was  the  teacher  we  hoped  we  could 
become.  Of  course  his  mastery  of  his  subjects 
was  second  to  none  and  his  preparation 
thoughtful  and  meticulous.  But  Norm  also  had 
a  way  of  relating  to  his  students  and  col- 
leagues that  was  unique.  He  assumed  that  his 
students  could  be  as  capable  and  dedicated  as 
he  was  and  treated  them  accordingly  So  his 
classes  really  felt  like  a  community  effort  to 
find  the  truth,  leavened,  of  course,  by  Norms 
wonderful,  irreverent  sense  of  humor  Norm 
was  a  great  listener,  too,  and  incapable  of  con- 
descension. His  students  knew  that  he  took 
them  senously  as  professionals  and  that 
always  drew  their  best  efforts. 

"As  a  (then)  largely  junior  faculty,  we  often 
struggled,  as  we  still  do,  over  issues  of  acade- 
mic policy  Nonn  had  strong  views,  of  course, 
usually  about  as  far  from  my  own  as  I  could 
imagine.  Still,  I  always  found  his  contribu- 
tions to  the  faculty's  discussions  to  be  extraor- 
dinarily helpful.  He  was  often  our  anchor, 
finding  common  ground  where  it  was  possi- 
ble and  helping  us  to  understand  our  divi- 
sions when  it  was  not.  Though  less  than  40 
when  he  was  felled.  Norm  already  had  the 
kind  of  wisdom  to  distinguish  the  important 
from  the  trivial  that  most  of  us  can  only  hope 
once  in  a  while  to  find.  He  stood  for  our  best 
selves,  and  that's  why  we  named  the  annual 
faculty  award  to  our  top  graduating  senior 
after  him."  ♦ 


At  the  time  of  Norm's  retirement,  a 

letter  written  by  alumna  Laura  Fredricks  '83 
about  her  former  professor  was  published 
in  Alumni  Notes,  the  precursor  to  Perspec- 
tives. Today  Norm's  teaching  continues  to 
have  an  impact  on  Laura  as  she  shared 
these  reflections  on  Norm  with  us. 

"Norm  to  me  is  timeless — he  is  a  quin- 
tessential genius;  one  who  always  shares 
a  dry  but  very  funny  story;  and  someone 
who  is  always  there  for  you,  regardless 
of  the  time  he  has  to  share. 

I  took  all  of  Norm's  classes  and  through- 
out each  one — there  was  one  ringing  theme, 

The  Three-Step  Method: 

^.  What  are  the  Facts  (and  we  always 
skipped  this  part); 

2.  What  are  the  Issues  (ok  that  was 
the  easy  part); 

3.  What  are  the  Arguments — later  to 
be  "workable  solutions"  for  me —  (now 
that  was  the  killer!) 

"I  say  'timeless'  because  over  these  years 
I  have  applied  this  very  basic,  but  so  REAL 
approach  to  practicing  law,  then  raising 
significant  money  for  nonprofits,  and  now 
in  my  own  business  of  training  business  and 
nonprofits  to  ask  for  money.  But  it  all  came 
down  to  this  Three  Step  Method,  which  is 
so  simple  yet  powerful,  and  has  helped  me 
get  where  I  am  today.  I  hear  his  words,  I  see 
his  vibrancy,  and  know  he  is  with  me  as  I 
take  very  important  steps  in  my  life. 

"Norm  is  my  'gentle  genius,'  my  'con- 
stant mentor,'  and  my  'endless  good  friend.'" 


Laura  Fredricks  '83 

Laura  Fredricks,  LLC,  is  a  Fundraising  Con- 
sultant and  author  of  the  recent  bestseller 
book:  The  ASK:  How  to  ASK  for  Support  for 
Your  Nonprofit  Cause,  Creative  Project  or 
Business  Venture. 


Alumni  who  were  fortunate  to  have 
studied  under  Norm  or  those  who  have 
only  heard  of  him  by  reputation  can 
ensure  that  his  legacy  remains  an 
important  part  of  the  School  of  Law. 

Please  consider  making  a  gift  to 
support  the  Norman  Prance  Award  for 
Academic  Excellence.  To  make  a  gift, 
contact  JoAnne  O'Neil  at  413-782-1523. 
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Alternative 
Spring  Break: 


I    Broadening  Student  Horizons 


I 


^        During  spring  break  2010,  law  stu- 
dents in  the  Alternative  Spring  Break 

f(ASB)  Club  traveled  to  the  Navajo  Reser- 
vation in  Arizona  to  participate  in  the 
Volunteer  Income  Tax  Assistance  Pro- 
gram (VITA).  The  VITA  program  offers 
free  tax  preparation  for  qualifying  taxpay- 
ers. The  trip  was  made  possible  thanks  to 
the  funding  of  individual  contributions,  the 
School  of  Law  Student  Bar  Association, 
and  the  Mohegan  Tribe. 

With  prior  certification  in  preparing  per- 
sonal tax  returns  and  supervised  by  staff 
from  DNA  People's  Legal  Services,  the  stu- 
dents volunteered  at  three  reservation  sites: 
Kayenta,  Tuba  City,  and  Chinle. 

The  trip  was  a  natural  fit  for  Steve 
Dzubak  2L,  one  of  the  School's  Public  Inter- 
est Scholars.  "Working  for  a  legal  services 
organization  in  an  underserved  area  demon- 
strated the  importance  of  serving  those  with- 
out access  to  resources  and  those  in  need," 
says  Steve.  He  found  it  especially  gratifying  to 
witness  "the  results  of  your  work  when  you 
filed  a  tax  return  for  an  individual  who  could 
not  otherwise  afford  to  pay  a  tax  preparer." 

Shannon  Rajala  '08/2L  chose  to  volunteer 
this  year  because  of  the  positive  experiences 
she  had  enjoyed  on  undergraduate  ASB  trips.  "I 
was  inspired  to  become  Vice  President  of  the 
ASB  Club  to  help  the  law  program  continue  to 
flourish  just  as  it  has  done  at  the  undergraduate 
level,"  says  Shannon. 

Shannon  felt  especially  privileged  to  meet 
members  of  the  community  and  "see  how  differ- 
ently the  native  population  lives.  It  made  me  more 
interested  in  the  plight  of  the  Navajo  and  also 
interested  in  Native  American  law." 


in  their  down  time,  students  visited  Canyon  de  Clielly, 
IVIonument  Valley,  and  Navajo  National  Monument. 


The  2010  trip  was  the  second  ASB  experience  for 
Lindsay  McDonell  3L,  President  of  the  club.  Explains 
Lindsay,  "I  came  to  law  school  to  pursue  a  career  that 
would  allow  me  to  serve  less  fortunate  individuals. 
I  initially  got  involved  with  ASB  because  it's  an 
organization  that  does  just  that.  ASB  gave  me 
an  opportunity  to  spend  a  week  helping  people  while 
also  learning  about  legal  issues  that  affect  impover- 
ished communities." 

Lindsay  and  Shannon  were  part  of  a  team  that 
worked  at  the  Recreation  Center  in  Kayenta,  AZ.  The 
Center  is  the  hub  of  community  life.  Says  Lindsay, 
"Everyone  stops  in  to  check  the  bulletin  board  for 
notices  about  upcoming  powwows,  yard  sales,  etc.;  to 
chat  with  friends  and  family;  or  to  use  the  gym. 
Another  big  part  of  the  recreation  center  is  the  basket- 
ball court.  Basketball  is  a  big  deal  on  the  Reservation. 
In  fact,  the  Kayenta  girls'  high  school  team  has  been 
the  Arizona  state  champions  for  the  past  four  years  in 
a  row.  It  was  great  to  be  able  to  give  people  an  idea 
of  where  Springfield  is  located  by  telling  them  that 
basketball  was  invented  there  and  it's  home  to  the 
Basketball  Hall  of  Fame." 

According  to  Lindsay,  the  ASB  trips  allow  students 
to  explore  different  areas  of  the  country,  make  con- 
nections with  legal  professionals,  and  gain  valuable 
legal  experience  all  while  working  for  others. 

"I  hope,"  says  Lindsay,  "that  in  coming  years 
we  can  motivate  more  and  more  students  to  go  on 
the  trip  and  hopefully  inspire  in  them  the  desire  to 
continue  with  public  service  when  they  become 
practicing  attorneys."  ♦ 
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FACULTY  and  STAFF  NOTES 


BUZUVIS 


COHEN 


COHEN 


GAUDIO 


KAISER 


MILLER 


Erin  Buzuvis,  Associate  Professor 
of  Law,  published  her  article, 
"Sidelined:  Examining  Barriers  to 
W'oniens  Leadership  in  College 
Athletics  Through  the  Lens  of  Title 
L\  Retaliation  Cases"  in  the  current 
issue  of  the  Duke  Journal  of  Gender 
Law  and  Policy.  Professor  Buzuvis 
also  presented  on  institutional  lia- 
bility for  athlete  abuse  at  the  NCAA 
Gender  Equity  and  Issues  Forum,  in 
Oak  Brook,  IL,  last  April;  and  in 
May  she  was  part  of  a  panel  at  the 
Law  and  Society  conference  in 
Chicago  to  discuss  a  new  book 
about  Title  IX — Deborah  Brakes 
Celling  in  ihe  Game:  Tille  IX  ai^d 
the  Womai's  Spoils  Revolution. 

Amy  Cohen,  Professor  of  Law,  pub- 
lished her  article,  "Following  the  Direc- 
tion of  TrafPix:  Trade  Dress  Law  and 
Functionality  Revisited,"  this  summer 
at  50  IDEA:  Tlii'  Intelleclual  Property 
Law  Review  593  (2010). 

Beth  Cohen,  Associate  Dean 
for  Academic  Affairs;  Director,  Legal 
Research  and  Writing  Prograin;  and 
Associate  Professor  of  Law,  attended 
the  Associate  Deans'  Conference  in 
Minneapolis  in  June  2010.  The  confer- 
ence was  sponsored  by  the  American 
Bar  Association  Section  of  Legal  Edu- 
cation and  Admissions  to  the  Bar 

.As  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Scribes — The  American  Society  of 
Legal  Writers,  Beth  Cohen  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Brief  Writing  Award  Com- 
mittee. Professor  Cohen  coordinated 
the  National  2010  Brief- Writing  Com- 
petition. The  Scribes  Brief- Writing 
Committee  solicits  winning  briefs 
from  national  moot-court  competi- 
tions and  selects  the  finest  of  those 
winning  briefs — the  best  of  the  best. 
This  year's  winning  authors  were 
recognized  at  the  Scribes  Annual 
Meeting,  held  during  the  American 
Bar  Association  meeting  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, on  August  7,  2010. 

In  addition  to  Professor  Cohen, 
Professors  Jocelyn  Cuffee,  Harris 
Freeman  '93,  Jeanne  Kaiser  '83, 
Bruce  Miller,  and  Myra  Orlen  served 
as  judges  in  the  Scribes  Competition. 


Professor  Cohen  also  served  as 
a  Judge  in  the  final  round  of  the 
National  Association  of  Women 
Law}'ers  Annual  Selma  Moidel  Smith 
Law  Student  Writing  Competition. 
The  National  Association  of  Women 
Lawyers  (NAWL)  established  the 
annual  Selina  Moidel  Smith  Law  Stu- 
dent Writing  Competition  to  encour- 
age and  reward  original  law  student 
writing  on  issues  concerning  women 
and  the  law. 

Harris  Freeman  "93,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  Associate  Professor  of  Legal 
Research  and  Writing.  Professor  Free- 
man served  on  a  panel  at  the  Boston 
Bar  Association's  yearly  conference  on 
Public  Sector  Collective  Bargaining.  He 
has  also  been  appointed  to  the  editorial 
board  of  Tlie  Second  Draft,  a  publica- 
tion of  the  Legal  Writing  Institute. 

Art  Gaudio  Professor  and  Dean  of  the 
School  of  Law,  has  been  the  Reporter 
(Draftsperson)  for  die  National  Confer- 
ence of  Commissioners  on  Unifomi 
State  Laws'  revision  of  the  Uniform  Law 
on  Notarial  Acts  for  the  last  two  years. 
The  act  deals  with  performance  of 
"notarial  acts,"  i.e.  functions  nomially 
performed  by  notaries  public.  This  revi- 
sion also  proMdes  for  the  performance 
notanal  acts  by  electronic  processes. 

Dean  Gaudio  has  been  appointed 
as  Chair  of  the  Questionnaire  Com- 
mittee of  the  American  Bar  Associa- 
tion's Section  on  Legal  Education  and 
Admissions  to  the  Bar  This  Commit- 
tee revises  and  maintains  the  question- 
naire that  is  completed  annually  by  all 
ABA  approved  law  schools. 

Eric  Gouvin,  Professor  of  Law  and 
Director,  Law  and  Business  Center  for 
Advancing  Entrepreneurship,  coau- 
thored  with  School  of  Business  faculty 
Dr  Harlan  Spotts  and  Dr  James  McK- 
eon  a  business  school  case  stud)' 
focusing  on  the  legal  issues  facing 
start-up  companies,  "Rusty's  Custom 
Rides."  The  case  study  has  been  condi- 
tionally accepted  for  presentation  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  for 
Marketing  Advances  in  November 
Professor  Gouvin  presented  an 
online  webinar  with  Attorney  Michael 


Sweet  of  the  Springfield  law  finn  of 
Doherty,  Wallace,  Pillsbur>'  and  Mur- 
phy on  "Incorporating  Your  Busi- 
ness— LLC's,  S  Corps,  and  Everything 
Else,"  at  the  Scibelli  Enterprise  Center 
at  Springfield  Technical  Community 
College  in  conjunction  with  Mass- 
Challenge,  a  nonprofit  organization 
that  conducts  a  business  plan  competi- 
tion and  awards  funding  to  the  win- 
ners, June  9,  2010. 

He  was  appointed  to  serve  as 
Chair  of  the  Sabbatical  Site  Inspec- 
tion visit  to  Texas  Wesleyan  School  of 
Law  in  Fort  Worth  by  the  American 
Bar  Association. 

Professor  Gouvin  cotaught 
a  course  in  Comparative  Corporate 
Lijw  with  Professor  Thierry  Aballea, 
a  French  avocat,  in  the  summer 
program  run  by  the  University  of  Paris 
X  (NanteiTe)  and  Golden  Gate  Univer- 
sity School  of  Law.  During  the  course. 
School  of  Law  alums  Meg  Gilmartin 
'10  and  Zev  Hechtman  '07  provided  a 
guest  lecture  giving  the  real  life  view 
of  international  business  transactions. 

Professor  Gouvin  gave  two 
presentations  at  the  Ninth  Annual 
Transactional  Clinical  Conference  held 
at  the  Sandra  Day  O'Connor  College 
of  Law  at  Arizona  State  Universitv'  on 
April  30,  2010.  His  first  presentation 
was  entided  "Putting  Business  into 
Business  Law,"  and  focused  on  tech- 
niques to  integrate  business  concepts 
into  the  law  school  classroom.  The 
second  presentation  reported  on  the 
Kauffman  Foundation's  eLaw  Website, 
of  which  Professor  Gouvin  is  an  edito- 
rial board  member  and  was  entitled 
"The  eLaw  Website's  Scholarship 
Materials — First  Year  Progress  Report." 

Professor  Gouvin  gave  two 
presentations  at  a  conference  entided 
"Transactional  Education:  What's 
Next"  held  at  Emor)'  University 
School  of  Law  on  June  4,  2010.  The 
first  presentation  was  part  of  a  panel 
on  "Intcrdisciplinarv'  Transactional 
Courses."  Professor  Gouv  in's  contribu- 
tion was  entitled  "Playing  Well  With 
Others:  Lessons  Learned  about  Inter- 
disciplinary Work."  His  second  panel 
was  on  the  topic  of  "Upper-level 


Courses:  Three  Exemplars,"  and 
addressed  how  upper  level  courses  in 
the  law  school  curriculum  were  inte- 
grating the  transactional  approach  to 
law  teaching.  Professor  Gouvin's  con- 
tribution, "Using  Transactions  to 
Teach  Secured  Transactions,"  dis- 
cussed his  general  approach  in  his 
class  on  UCC  article  9. 

Professor  Gouvin  presented 
a  paper  entided  "Criminal  Sanctions  in 
Corporate  Governance:  A  Compara- 
tive Examination  of  French  and  Amer- 
ican Approaches  to  the  Misuse  of 
Corporate  Assets, "  at  the  Seventh 
Annual  International  Conference  on 
Law  at  the  Athens  Institute  for  Educa- 
tion and  Research,  in  Athens,  Greece, 
on  July  19-22,  2010. 

Jeanne  Kaiser  '83,  Associate  Professor 
of  Legal  Research  and  Writing,  gave 
a  presentation  entided  "The  Art  of 
Imitation:  How  We  Can  Teach  Our 
Students  (And  Ourselves)  to  Write 
Well  by  Reading  the  Best  Work"  at 
the  biennial  conference  of  the  Legal 
Writing  Institute  on  Marco  Island,  FL. 

Bruce  Miller,  Professor  of  Law, 
presented  a  talk  sponsored  b>'  the 
Western  New  England  College  Law 
School  Federalist  Societ)'  on  President 
Obama's  anti-terrorism  policies.  Pro- 
fessor Miller  also  presented  a  talk  on 
the  rtile  of  law  in  the  United  States  at 
the  Hampden  Count)'  Bar  Association 
Law  in  the  Communit)'  Event.  He  has 
had  several  articles  published.  'Legal 
Conservatism  and  the  Political  Protec- 
tion of  Constitutional  Rights "  was 
published  by  Die  Federalist  Paper 
(Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law),  Vol.  IX,  Issue  3  (Feb- 
ruar)'  2010).  Citizens  United:  "A  Clar- 
ifying Moment  and  a  Way  Forward, " 
The  Federalist  Paper  (Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law),  'Vol. 
IX,  Issue  4  (March  2010).  "Left  Wing 
Federalism  Fells  the  Defense  of  Mar- 
riage Act,"  Jurist,  Jul)'  21,  2010.  Pro- 
fessor Miller  has  also  had  his  op-ed 
piece  published  in  the  Daily  Hamp- 
shire Gazette  titled:  "How  Left  Wing 
Federalism  Tnimped  the  Defense  of 
Marnage  Act, "  based  on  his  Jurist 
piece  previousl)'  noted. 
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Faculty  and  Staff 


Barbara  Noah,  Professor  of  Law,  has 
been  appointed  to  serve  on  Baystate 
Medical  Center's  Institutional  Biosafety 
Committee,  a  committee  that  reviews 
human  and  animal  research  protocols 
in\  olving  biosafety  issues.  Professor 
Noah  made  a  presentation  on  legal 
issues  at  the  intersection  of  genetics 
and  reproductiv  e  technologv'  at  the 
Baystate  Medical  Center's  Department 
of  Obstetrics  and  GvTiecology's  Annual 
Conference  in  April  2010.  She  has  also 
published  the  Foreword:  Racial  Dispari- 
ties in  Health  Care  (Symposium),  10 
Houston  Journal  of  Health  Law  and  Pol- 
icy (2010). 

Sudah  Setty,  Associate  Professor  of 
Law  presented  "National  Security  With- 
out Secret  Laws"  at  the  Pace  Interna- 
tional Law  Review  Symposium:  National 
Security  Across  the  Globe  at  the  Pace 
Law  School.  Professor  Setty  also  pre- 
sented "Litigating  Secrets:  Comparative 
Perspectives  on  the  State  Secrets  Privi- 
lege" at  the  BrooklvTi  Law  School;  "Tri- 
als for  Terrorists:  Comparative 
Perspectives  on  Specialized  Courts  for 
Terrorism  Trials"  at  the  Northeast  Peo- 


ple of  Color  Legal  Scholarship  Confer- 
ence at  the  University-  at  Buffalo  Law 
School;  and  "Trials  for  Terrorists:  Com- 
parative Perspectives  on  Specialized 
Courts  for  Terrorism  Trials"  at  the  Lat- 
Crit  XI'V  Conference,  Amencan  Univer- 
sity College  of  Law  in  Washington,  DC. 

Giovanna  Shay,  Associate  Professor  of 
Law,  published  "Ad  Law  Incarcerated" 
in  the  Fall  2009  volume  of  the  Berke- 
ley Journal  oj  Criminal  Law.  Professor 
Shay  was  featured  in  an  article  in  the 
.4BA  Journal  entitled  "Unlocking  the 
Lawsuit "  in  June  2010.  She  was  a 
guest  blogger  at  PrawfsBlawg  in  May 
2010,  and  published  posts  including 
one  on  Elena  Kagans  nomination  to 
the  Supreme  Court.  Following  that 
post,  she  was  quoted  in  an  article  in 
the  National  Law  Jounml  regarding 
Kagan's  nomination.  She  also  work- 
shopped  a  project  about  equal  protec- 
tion analysis  entitled  "Similarly 
Situated"  at  the  prawfs  workshop 
hosted  by  Brooklyn  Law  School  in 
July  2010. 


Julie  Steiner,  Assistant  Professor  of  Law,  has  joined 
the  faculty  from  St.  Johns  University  School  of  Law 
where  she  taught  Environmental  Law;  Torts;  and 
Legal  Research,  Analysis,  and  Writing.  In  May,  the 
students  at  St.  John's  voted  her  "2010  Professor  of 
the  Year"  and  she  served  as  Co-faculty  Marshal  at 
the  2010  Commencement. 

In  March,  she  presented  her  work-in-progress 
entided  "Should  Substitute'  Private  Attorneys  Gen- 
eral Enforce  Public  Environmental  Actions?  Balanc- 
ing the  Costs  and  Benefits  of  the  Contingency-Fee 
Environmental  Special  Counsel  Arrangement "  at 
Emory  University  School  of  Law.  The  presentation 
was  part  of  the  Annual  Meeting  for  the  Society  of 
Environmental  Law  and  Economics. 
Professor  Steiner's  article  entitled  "Private  Enforcement  of  Contamination 
and  Climate  Change  Liability  Litigation"  was  published  in  the  Winter  2010 
edition  of  the  ABA  Energy  Litigation  Journal. 

Prior  to  teaching,  she  clerked  for  the  Honorable  Peter  W.  Kilborn  of  the 
Massachusetts  Land  Court,  and  practiced  Environmental  and  Land  Use  law 
for  over  a  decade  at  Dewey  Ballantine  LLP  (currently  Dewey  61  LeBoeuf,  LLP) 
and  at  K&L  Gates,  LLP  in  New  York  City  Professor  Steiner  holds  a  B.A.  from 
Syracuse  University  and  a  J.D.  from  Boston  University  School  of  Law. 
Professor  Steiner  teaches  Torts  and  Environmental  Law. 


Legal  Research  and 
Writing  Faculty  Attend 
National  Conference 

In  June,  Professors  Beth  Cohen, 
Harris  Freeman  '93,  Jeanne  Kaiser 
'83,  and  Myra  Orlen  joined  more  than 
650  legal  writing  professors  from 
across  the  U.S.  to  attend  the  biannual 
Legal  Writing  Institute  National  Con- 
ference at  Marco  island,  FL.  All  are 
active  members  of  the  Legal  Writing 
Institute.  Jeanne  Kaiser  serves  on  the 
Teacher  ExchangeA/isitor  Committee  and  presented  her  work  at  a  conference  ses- 
sion entitled  "The  Arl  of  Imitation:  How  We  Can  Teach  Our  Students  (and  Our- 
selves) to  Write  Well  by  Reading  the  Best  Work."  Beth  Cohen  serves  on  LWI  New 
Member  Outreach  Committee.  Myra  Orlen  is  a  member  of  the  Upper-Level  Writing 
Courses  Committee  and  is  on  the  Steering  Committee  of  the  New  England  Consor- 
tium of  Legal  Writing  Teachers.  Professor  Orlen  also  coordinated  and  hosted  the 
New  England  Consortium  of  Legal  Writing  Teachers  conference  that  was  held  at 
Western  New  England  in  December.  Myra  Orlen  is  also  on  the  poster  committee 
of  the  AALS  Legal  Writing  Section.  Harris  Freeman  serves  on  the  editorial  board  of 
The  Second  Draft,  an  LWI  publication. 

Faculty  &  Staff  in  the  Media  
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Speaker  Series      Brendan  Payne 


Robert  M.  Chesney 


Erin  Murphy 


Speakers  Investigate, 
Inform,  and  Inspire  During 
Spring  Semester 


Trio  of  Academics  Higliliglit  Clason  Spealcer  Series 


Kimberly  Mutcherson 


Three  of  the  nation's  leading 
legal  academics  graced  the  Law 
School  Commons  during  the 
spring  semester  as  guests  of 
the  prestigious  Clason  Speaker 
Series.  The  Series,  named  for 
former  School  of  Law  Dean  and 
former  United  States  Congress- 
man Charles  R.  Clason,  cele- 
brated its  21st  season  in  the 
2009-10  academic  year. 

On  February  18,  Robert  IVI. 
Cliesney,  the  Charles  I.  Francis 
Professor  in  Law  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Texas  School  of  Law 
discussed  the  impact  of  Boume- 
diene  v.  Bush  and  explored  the 
consequential  responsibilities 
that  have  fallen  on  the  United 
States  District  Court  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  during  a  lec- 
ture entitled  "The  Emerging  Law 
of  Military  Detention:  Guan- 
tanamo  and  Beyond?" 

"The  problem  is  you  have  an 
off-the-shelf  set  of  law  of  war 
principles  going  back  to  the 
World  War  II  model,  in  which  it 
is  relatively  easy  to  distinguish 
between  those  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  enemy  combat  force, 
because  they  are  wearing  uni- 
forms and  they  happily  identify 
themselves  when  captured 
because  that  means  they  will  be 
treated  better,"  explained  Profes- 
sor Chesney.  "If  you  apply  law 


of  war  concepts  between  a  state 
actor  and  non-state  actors  and 
you  don't  have  conventional 
battles  by  and  large,  you  are  for 
sure  going  to  experience  a  much 
higher  rate  of  false  positives." 

Erin  IVIurphy,  Assistant 
Professor  of  Law  at  University 
of  California,  Berkeley  School  of 
Law  and  Visiting  Professor 
of  Law  at  Harvard  Law  School, 
journeyed  to  the  Blake  Law 
Center  on  March  4  to  discuss 
"Databases,  Deterrence,  and  the 
Future  of  Constitutional  Criminal 
Procedure." 

"Information  databases  are 
clearly  an  enduring  part  of  the 
landscape  of  criminal  justice," 
said  Professor  Murphy,  an  expert 
in  the  field  of  forensics  and  tech- 
nology in  the  criminal  justice  sys- 
tem and  a  former  attorney  in  the 
Public  Defender  Service  for  the 
District  of  Columbia.  "They  are 
simply  too  valuable  and  too 
essential  to  law  enforcement  to 
imagine  discarding  them  all 
together  But  the  database  model, 
what  goes  in  them,  how  they  are 
used,  and  what  comes  out,  cor- 
responds little  to  the  models  of 
criminal  procedure  that  have 
operated  through  the  ages. 
Attempts  to  shoehorn  databases 
into  the  current  doctrine  have 
largely  failed.  Simply  ignoring 


the  differences  risks  leaving 
databases  wholly  unregulated, 
even  though  they  are  an  impor- 
tant sources  of  information  and 
evidence." 

Associate  Professor  of  Law 
at  Rutgers  School  of  Law — 
Camden  Kimberly  IVIutcherson 
wrapped  up  the  spring  schedule 
with  her  talk  on  "Feel  Like 
Makin'  Babies:  Mapping  the  Bor- 
ders of  the  Right  to  Procreate  in 
a  Post-coital  World." 

"Most  frequently,  people  use 
fertility  drugs,  artificial  insemi- 
nation, and  in  vitro  fertilization 
for  assisted  reproduction  ther- 
apy," said  Professor  Mutcher- 
son. "In  terms  of  where  we  are 
in  regulation  in  this  country, 
there  is  comparatively  little  of  it, 
especially  when  we  think  about 
other  places  like  the  United 
Kingdom  where  there  is  really 
staunch  regulation  of  assisted 
reproduction  therapy  and  how 
they  use  assisted  reproduction 
therapy.  In  fact  people  come  to 
the  U.S.  to  do  things  they  can't 
do  in  their  home  country. 

"Perpetuating  one's  genes  is 
fundamental,  not  just  in  a  legal 
way,  but  in  a  primal  and  biologi- 
cal way.  Being  stripped  of  a  right 
to  procreate  is  a  denial  of  one's 
claim  to  be  considered  a  valu- 
able member  of  one's  society." 
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Law  and  Business  Center 


Knowledge  Blossomed  Last  Spring  During 
the  Law  and  Business  Center  Speaker  Series 


The  Law  and  Business  Center  for  Advancing  Entre- 
preneurship  invited  a  pair  of  business  scholars  to 
campus  this  past  spring  to  share  their  expertise. 

Robert  Lawless,  Professor  of  Law  and  the 
Galowich-Huzienga  Faculty  Scholar  at  the  University 
of  Illinois  College  of  Law,  gave  a  speech  on  January 
26,  2010,  entitled  "Striking  Out  on  Their  Own:  Self- 
employed  in  Bankruptcy." 

"We  hear  a  lot  of  entrepreneurial  success  stories 
and  those  stories  are  rightly  lauded  for  their  suc- 
cess, but  what  is  not  often  told  is  the  failure  sto- 
ries," explained  Professor  Lawless  of  the  potential 
riches  and  pitfalls  of  starting  your  own  business. 
"Part  of  owning  a  business  is  taking  a  risk  of  failure. 
For  those  who  succeed,  they  end  up  on  the  pages  of 


Fortune  magazine.  For  those  who  fail,  they  end  up 
in  Bankruptcy  Court  and  when  they  get  there  they 
are  on  the  bottom  of  the  financial  heap." 

Katharine  G.  Baker,  Ph.D.,  Principal  of  Family 
Therapy  and  Consulting  Associates  in  Northampton, 
MA,  spoke  on  April  15,  2010,  about  an  element 
essential  to  all  businesses:  leadership.  The  coauthor 
of  Leading  a  Business  in  Anxious  Times,  wrapped 
up  the  year  with  an  address  about  her  book. 

"I  consider  everyone  to  have  the  potential  to  be 
a  leader,"  she  said.  "Be  present  and  accounted  for. 
A  lot  of  people,  when  they  are  anxious,  shutdown 
and  disappear.  If  you  need  to  be  there,  you  need  to 
be  present  and  people  need  to  know  where  you 
stand.  It  is  very  important  not  to  shut  down." 


Legal  Practitioners  Share  Personal  Experience 
During  Color  of  Law  Roundtable 

The  Color  of  Law  Roundtable  concluded  its  second  year  on  the  School  of  Law's  speaker 
schedule  with  three  alumni  orators  during  the  spring  semester. 

The  semester  kicked  off  on  January  25,  2010,  with  a  lecture  from  Cynthia  Tucker  '86, 
Relations  Specialist  for  the  Massachusetts  Executive  Office  of  Health  and  Human  Services. 

"Think  about  the  importance  of  what  you  do  because  we  impact  lives,"  said  Attorney 
Tucker.  "We  impact  how  this  country  runs  and  ultimately  in  the  United  States,  we  influence 
how  the  world  operates.  This  is  a  coveted  degree  to  have  and  just  know  the  importance  of 
having  that  degree,  the  doors  it  will  open  for  you  and  that  you  have  a  responsibility  to  use 
that  degree.  Use  it  wisely." 

Julian  Tynes  '97,  Assistant  General  Counsel/Labor  for  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Developmental  Services,  spoke  on  February  22,  2010,  about  how  he  went  from  public 
school  teacher  to  public  sector  lawyer.  He  offered  students  valuable  tips  on  how  to  discover 
the  right  position  in  the  vast  legal  field.  "For  finding  your  career  path,  the  professors  are  the 
greatest  resource  you  have  here.  The  courses  I  took,  the  relationships  I  built  with  the 

professors,  the  relationships  I  built  with  the  other  students,  it's  hard  to  explain  but 
one  of  the  things  you  find  when  you  graduate  from  law  school  is  that  the  types  of 
friendships  you  built  are  completely  different  from  the  types  of  friendships  you 
built  as  an  undergrad.  There  is  a  type  of  respect  that  is  built  for  that  person  that 
does  not  build  for  anyone  else." 

Jodie  Genine  Roure  '97,  Assistant  Professor,  Department  of  Latin  American 
and  Latina/o  Studies,  John  Jay  College  of  Criminal  Justice,  City  University  of 
New  York,  concluded  the  spring  portion  of  the  series  on  April  1,  2010,  with  an 
insightful  look  at  how  she  uses  her  legal  education  in  academia.  "In  my 
research  I  look  at  how  international  human  rights  law  can  effect 
reform  of  domestic  policy  and  specifically  the  area  that  I  study 
is  domestic  violence,"  explained  Professor  Roure.  "I  do  a  lot  of 
comparison  work.  I  look  at  different  countries  in  Latin  America 
and  I  compare  them  to  themselves,  regionally,  but  I  also  look 
at  them  in  comparison  to  the  continent  and  I  try  to  provide 
analysis  on  how  I  think  those  systems  can  be  done  better  to 
help  eradicate  violence  against  women." 

Professor  Roure  also  lauded  her  legal  education  for  the 
role  it  played  in  obtaining  her  Ph.D.  in  American  Studies 
from  the  University  at  Buffalo.  "Because  I  had  gone  to  law 
school  and  it  was  so  rigorous  for  me,  it  was  so  easy  to  do 
the  Ph.D.  program.  My  Ph.D.  colleagues  hate  me  when  I 
say  that,  but  it's  so  true.  I  thought  I  could  to  anything 
after  law  school." 


Robert  Lawless 


Katharine  G.  Baker 


Cynthia  Tucker  '86 


Jodie  Genine  Roure  '97 


♦  : 


By  Patricia  Gagnon 


A  Life  with  a  Message 

Little  seven  year-old  Hong  Tran  clung  to  his  family  m  a  crowded  fishmg  boat  filled  with  over 

130  refugees  desperately  attempting  to  escape  Vietnani.  The  year  was  1985  and  Hongs  parents  had  decided  to 
escape  Communist  Vietnam  with  their  three  sons  and  two  year-old  daughter  (another  son  had  died  in  infancy), 
to  brave  the  penlous  journey  across  the  South  China  Sea.  Hongs  father  was  caught  and  jailed,  never  making  it 
to  the  boat.  And  so  without  his  father,  the  cramped  fishing  vessel  holding  Hong,  his  mother,  siblings,  and  his 
aunts  family  headed  out  into  the  Mekong  Delta.  A  few  hours  into  their  journey,  just  before  entering  international 
waters,  they  were  stopped  by  the  Viet  Cong. 


"Normally,  ever)'one  on  this  boat  would  have  been  jailed  and 
their  extended  family  would  have  been  closely  watched,"  says 
Hong.  "However,  we  were  able  to  bribe  these  guards  by  handing 
over  all  of  our  \'aluables." 

They  were  let  go.  Two  days  later,  six  larger  boats  approached 
carr)'mg  Thai  pirates  intent  on  robbing  them.  With  all  of  their 
valuables  already  gone,  the  pirates  raped  and  killed  many  of  the 
refugees  on  the  boat.  Among  the  40  or  50  people  killed  were 
Hongs  mother  and  young  sister.  After,  the  pirates  coniinuousl)' 
crashed  their  boats  into  the  fishing  boat  until  it  started  to  sink. 
Hong's  brother  and  some  of  the  others  fell  into  the  water.  Some 
did  not  survive.  His  brother  hung  onto  a  piece  of  board  which 
was  floating.  Hong  was  able  to  stay  on  the  boat  and  he,  his 
brothers,  and  the  remaining  refugees  were  rescued  by  an  oil 
driller  working  in  the  area.  They,  along  with  his  aunts  family, 
were  brought  to  Galang  Island,  a  refugee  camp  m  Indonesia. 

Hong  and  the  survivors  stayed  at  the  camp  for  a  few  months 
before  his  uncle  sponsored  his  aunt  and  the  rest  of  the  family  to 
come  to  the  United  States.  They  settled  in  Salt  Lake  City,  UT. 
Hong,  his  two  brothers,  their  paternal  aunt  and  uncle,  their  six 
children,  a  niece  and  nephew  of  his  uncle,  a  maternal  uncle  and 
aunt,  and  five  unrelated  adults  who  were  on  the  same  boat  from 
Vietnam,  all  settled  into  a  three-bedroom  house.  "Needless  to  say 
I  never  had  a  bedroom.  1  slept  on  the  floor  m  the  living  room  for 
a  long  time.  I  didn't  have  a  mattress  to  sleep  on  until  my  sopho- 
more year  in  high  school,"  says  Hong.  'Within  a  year,  they  moved 
to  Worcester,  MA,  where  his  uncle  had  found  work. 

His  childhood  years  were  not  carefree.  In  Worcester,  10  year- 
old  Hong  worked  in  his  aunt  and  uncles  restaurant,  washing 
dishes  and  sorting  and  peeling  vegetables  after  school.  When  he 
was  in  middle  school,  he  worked  in  the  supermarket  his  aunt  and 
uncle  had  opened.  He  also  worked  a  10-hour  shift  in  a  factory 
that  manufactured  plastic  products.  He  graduated  high  school  in 
1996.  "I  had  half  a  bag  of  dirty  laundr)'  with  me  when  I  entered 
Brandeis  University,"  Hong  remembers. 

At  Brandeis,  Hong  excelled  in  his  academics.  He  began  on  a 
pre-med  track  but  found  more  of  an  interest  in  economics.  Not 
wanting  to  let  go  of  all  the  hard  work  he  had  done,  he  completed 
all  the  coursework  he  had  started  and  received  degrees  in  neuro- 
science,  psychology,  and  economics.  After  graduation  he  started  a 
commercial  brokerage  business  because  of  the  large  demand  he 
saw  among  the  Vietnamese  community  for  business  ownership. 


He  bought  a  package  store  in  Springfield,  MA,  and  then  pur- 
chased a  laundromat  in  Spencer,  MA.  "I  felt  the  need  to  protect 
myself  in  my  business  ventures  and  thus  the  interest  for  a  law 
degree,"  says  Hong.  In  2006,  he  enrolled  at  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  School  of  Law. 

He  was  excited  about  the  J.D./M.B.A.  program  and  the  flexi- 
bilily  the  College  offered  him  as  a  nontraditional  law  student 
with  a  full-time  job  (during  his  time  at  Western  New  England 
he  purchased  two  more  laundromats  in  Connecticut).  He  excelled 
m  his  studies  and  built  bonds  with  his  professors.  Particular 
favorites  were  Professor  Rene  Reich-Graefe  and  Professor  Robert 
Statchen,  both  of  whom  he  says  were  great  sources  of  knowledge 
for  his  business  ventures. 

"The  faculty  with  whom  I  have  had  the  most  connection  is 
Professor  Bill  Metzger,  who  teaches  tax.  Tax  is  another  language. 
I  thought  learning  English  was  hard.  Learning  tax  was  even  more 
difficult,"  Hong  sa\'s.  But,  he  says  Professor  Metzger  has  the  abil- 
ity to  break  things  down  in  a  way  that  is  understandable.  "I  liked 
his  Tax  I  course  so  much,  1  took  Tax  II  with  him.  And  when  I 
was  through  with  Tax  I  and  II,  I  took  Corporate  Tax  with  him 
just  to  be  in  his  class.  Because  of  Professor  Metzger,  I  am  consid- 
ering an  LL.M.  in  taxation,"  Hong  says. 

In  2010  Hong  graduated  from  Western  New  England  College 
with  his  J.D./M.B.A.  He  is  opening  a  private  practice  in  Worcester 
with  his  great  friend  from  the  School  of  Law,  Timothy  Goetz. 
They  plan  to  focus  on  serving  the  Vietnamese  community  on  real 
estate,  business  representation,  and  estate  planning.  Hong  will 
start  his  LL.M.  in  Taxation  next  year 

If  Hong  Tran's  life  up  to  this  point  has  a  message,  it  is  a  mes- 
sage of  incredible  strength  and  courage.  His  life  sends  a  message 
that  great  tragedy  can  be  overcome,  amazing  triumph  can  be 
achieved,  and  much  deserved  happiness  can  be  found. 

Today,  Hong  enjoys  singing  in  a  Vietnamese  choir  at  the  Lady 
of  Vilna  church  in  Worcester,  which  he  has  done  for  almost  eight 
years.  He  has  reconnected  with  his  father  who  now  lives  in  the 
United  States.  And  Hong  is  happily  married  to  his  wife,  Le  Mai. 
"I  think  she  is  God  given.  I  honestly  think  that  m\'  mother  sent 
her  to  me,"  he  says.  They  have  a  16  month-old  son  Tyler  and 
another  baby  on  the  way  due  in  September  A  goal  he  has  for 
the  future  is  to  create  an  orphanage  for  international  children. 
"I  hope  this  will  ring  true  before  my  death  and  will  be  continued 
by  others  with  similar  dreams."  ♦ 
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by  Mary  McLean  Orszulak  G'10 


The  LL.M.  Goes  Global 


The  online  LL.M.  in  Estate  Planning  and  Elder 
Law  has  taken  the  concept  of  distance  learning 
to  new  vistas  this  year.  Already  drawing  students 
from  coast  to  coast,  the  program  has  attracted 
Its  first  international  student  despite  classes 
being  offered  live  and  in  the  early  evening 
from  Massachusetts. 

With  her  military  career  coming  to  a  close,  Retired  Col. 
Alison  Jameson  chose  to  enroll  in  the  LL.M.  program  while 
stationed  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany. 

"It  has  been  a  privilege  for  me  to  be  able  to  earn  an 
LL.M.  before  I  return  to  the  U.S.,  instead  of  having  to  wait 
until  I  repatriated.  I  gained  two  years!"  says  Jameson,  who 
was  attracted  to  the  combination  of  estate  planning  and 
elder  law  in  one  integrated  program. 

The  timing  could  not  have  been  better  for  Jameson.  She 
was  a  recent  empty  nester  and  eager  to  get  back  into  legal 
practice  to  start  a  new  chapter  in  her  life. 

"Everything  came  together  to  make  this  opportunity  an 
offer  1  couldn't  refuse,"  asserts  Jameson. 

Initially,  she  was  impressed  by  the  "very  warm  and 
enthusiastic  response  I  got  when  I  called  Professor  Fred 
Royal  from  Germany  to  inquire  about  the  program.  I  haven't 
regretted  my  choice  for  a  minute!" 

Despite  a  six-hour  time  difference.  Col.  Jameson  sees  the 
live,  online  delivery  model  as  ideal  for  "anyone  who  is  not  in 
a  position  to  attend  classes  in  a  brick-and-mortar  setting. 
The  'feel'  of  the  class  is  very  real.  You  get  to  'know'  others  in 
your  classes,  as  well  as  the  professors.  I  found  no  disadvan- 
tage to  attending  classes  in  this  format  and  may  even  have 
chosen  it  if  I  was  not  limited  to  learning  from  a  distance. 

"My  classmates  are  from  all  over  the  country  so  there 
are  different  perspectives  offered;  we  learn  how  the  law  is 
practiced  in  several  different  states." 


Distance  Learning  Becomes  a  Family  Affair 

Joining  Jameson  in  that  classroom  from  their  Connecticut 
offices  nearly  four  thousand  miles  away  are  twin  sisters 
and  law  partners  Christine  Farrell  Grochowski  and  Ann 
Farrell  Leslie.  The  attorneys  are  partners  at  Farrell,  Leslie 
&  Grochowski,  a  family  law  firm  that  also  includes  their 
father  and  mother.  Based  in  Wallingford,  the  firm  special- 
izes in  general,  civil,  and  criminal  practice  before  state  and 
federal  courts.  Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law  will  soon  be 
another  specialty. 


"Western  New  England  College  is  one  of  the  few  insti- 
tutions offering  a  Master  of  Laws  Program  in  the  area  of 
estate  planning  and  elder  law,"  says  Attorney  Grochowski. 
"The  program  is  well  respected  by  attorneys,  and  when  I 
researched  the  faculty,  they  all  had  impressive  credentials." 

For  both  working  mothers  with  small  children  (Leslie, 
herself  a  mother  of  twins),  the  tools  in  the  online  class- 
room software  make  balancing  work,  family,  and  their 
studies  manageable.  "The  online  format  has  been  wonder- 
ful for  me  as  a  full-time  attorney  and  mother  of  twins," 
says  Leslie.  "In  the  virtual  classroom  there  is  the  ability  to 
use  the  microphone  to  ask  questions  and  a  'chat'  area 
where  questions  can  be  texted  and  everyone  in  the  class- 
room sees  them.  Professors  are  available  by  phone  and 
email  and  I  have  found  them  very  accessible." 

Thanks  to  the  program,  Attorney  Grochowski  believes, 
"I  have  been  able  to  take  my  estate  planning  and  elder 
law  practice  to  a  higher  level.  Estate  planning  and  elder 
law  are  both  expanding  areas  of  the  law.  They  are  also 
very  complex.  I  would  advise  anyone  who  is  interested  in 
practicing  in  these  areas  to  consider  this  program."  ♦ 


Attorney  Ann  Farrell  Leslie  and  twin  sister 
Attorney  Christine  Farrell  Grochowski 


Learn  more  at  www.law.wnec.edu/llm 


Retired  Colonel 
Alison  Jameson  logs  on 
to  her  LL.M.  class  from 
Stuttgart,  Germany 
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roundup  of  regional  receptions  and  activities 


FLORIDA  WEST  (L  to  R)  Suzanna  Norbeck  '82  and  her  daughter  (left),  Peg 
Brown,  Gail  Hanson  '87 


February  17 

FLORIDA  RECEPTION  WEST 

Five  law  alumni  enjoyed  an  intimate  West  Coast  dinner  with  Dean 
Art  Gaudio  and  College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio.  The  event 
was  hosted  at  the  renowned  Club  Pelican  Bay  restaurant  by  John 
H.  Breck  III  '83. 

February  18 

FLORIDA  RECEPTION  EAST 

This  East  Coast  alumni  reception  featured  personal  visits  from 
College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio  and  Associate  Dean  Bill 
Childs.  Hosted  by  Trustee  Robert  H.  Carnevale  '68,  the  reception 
was  held  at  the  beautiful  III  Forks  Palm  Beach  Gardens.  Eight  law 
alums  attended. 


FLORIDA  EAST  John  W.  Carrol  '78,  Byrnes  N.  Gulllaume  '06,  Bill  Childs,  and  Julie  Hogan  '09 


March  9 

SPRINGFIELD  RECEPTION 

Assistant  Professor  of 
Sport  Management  Curt 
Hamakawa  '84  was  our 
speaker.  The  topic  was  the 
2008  Olympic  Games.  Fifty- 
one  alums  and  faculty 
turned  out  to  hear  Curt's 
insights  from  his  trip  with 
students  sponsored  by  the 
Center  for  International 
Sport  Business. 


March  13 

The  Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors 

virtual  meeting  let  members  attend  to 
important  Alumni  Association  business 
without  leaving  home. 

March  26-28 

The  35th  Annual  Western  New  England 
College  Basketball  Tournament  continued 
our  longstanding  tradition  of  friendly  athletic 
competition. 

May  26 

Volunteer  lawyers  answered  387  calls  from 
residents  of  Berkshire,  Franklin,  Hampden, 
and  Hampshire  counties  during  the  Western 
Massachusetts  Dial-A-Lawyer  program, 
which  was  held  at  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law. 

August  13 

Saratoga  Race  Course  brought  75  alums 
and  friends  together  for  a  buffet  lunch  and 
a  day  at  the  races. 

September  15 

Providence,  Rl,  Law  Alumni  Dinner 

The  verdant  Wannamoisett  Country  Club 
was  the  setting  of  a  reception  hosted  by 
Stephen  Angell  '97  and  Trustee  Pete  Stein- 
graber  '84.  Fourteen  alumni  were  in  atten- 
dance. 


SPRINGFIELD  RECEPTION  (Top)  Professor  Curt  Hamakawa  and  Professor  Wolf;  (Left)  John 
Byrne  '82  and  Dean  Gaudio;  (Right)  Barbara  Hyland  '83  and  Eileen  Sorrentino  '86 


30*  www.law.wnec.edu 


PERSPECTIVES 


Alumni  News  By  Mary  McLean  Orszulak  G'10 


Alumnus  Maurice  Powe  '01,  School  of  Law  Dean  Arthur  Gaudio,  and 
Adjunct  Professor  Barbara  Hyland  '83 

Hampden  County  Bar  Association 
Recognizes  IVIembers  of  tlie  School  of  Law 

On  June  17,  members  of  the  Western  New  England  College  com- 
munity were  honored  at  the  Hampden  County  Bar  Association's 
annual  event.  Adjunct  Professor  at  the  School  of  Law  Barbara 
Hyland  '83  was  sworn  in  as  President  of  the  Hampden  Country 
Bar  Association  while  alumnus  Maurice  Powe  '01  received  the 
MBA  Community  Service  Award.  In  addition,  law  students  Jennifer 
Cava  and  Daniel  Phelan  received  the  John  F.  Moriarty  Scholarship. 

Hon.  IVIichaei  E.  Riley  78  Appointed  Administrative 
Judge  for  the  Windham  Judicial  District 

On  August  23,  2010,  Connecticut  Chief 
Court  Administrator  Barbara  M.  Quinn 
announced  the  appointment  of  Honor- 
able Michael  E.  Riley  as  administrative 
judge  for  the  Windham  Judicial  District. 
The  appointment  took  effect  on  August 
30,  2010.  Riley  will  serve  a  five-year 
term.  He  succeeds  the  Honorable 
Antonio  C.  Robaina. 

Judge  Riley  received  his  juris  doctor 
in  1978  from  Western  New  England 
School  of  Law.  He  was  appointed  to  the  bench  in  2004,  and  was 
first  assigned  to  the  Geographical  Area  No.  13  courthouse  in 
Enfield,  CT,  where  he  heard  criminal  matters.  In  August  2004, 
he  was  assigned  to  the  Windham  Judicial  District,  where  he  has 
continued  to  serve.  Most  recently,  Judge  Riley  served  as  Assistant 
Administrative  Judge  in  the  Windham  JD,  and  he  has  presided 
over  family,  civil,  and  criminal  cases.  Prior  to  his  appointment  as 
a  judge,  he  worked  as  a  trial  attorney,  with  26  years  of  experience 
in  insurance  defense  litigation  and  coverage  issues. 


upcoming  events 


OCTOBER  28, 
Washington,  DC 
Alumni  dinner 
at  Petits  Plats 
Restaurant 


NOVEMBER  5, 
11tli  Annual  Dinner 
for  Students  and 
Alumni  of  Color 
at  The  Log  Cabin 
Banquet  House 


NOVEMBER  18, 
Hartford  Alumni 
Reception, 
Connecticut 
Science  Center 


Tynes  Named  to  Top  Post  at  MCAD 

Attorney  Julian  T.  Tynes  '97  was  recently  appointed  as  the 
new  Chair  of  the  Massachusetts  Commission  Against  Discrim- 
ination (MCAD)  by  Governor  Deval  Patrick.  MCAD,  the  state's 
chief  civil  rights  agency,  works  to  eliminate  discrimination  and 
strives  to  advance  the  civil  rights  of  the  people  of  the  Com- 
monwealth through  law  enforcement,  outreach,  and  training. 

In  making  the  announcement,  Patrick  praised  Tynes  as 
someone  who  has  demonstrated  a  deep  commitment  to  work- 
ing for  justice  and  equality  throughout  his  career  Tynes  has 
served  as  Assistant  General  Counsel  for  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  Executive  Office  of  Health  and  Human  Ser- 
vices in  the  Department  of  Developmental  Services  since 

2001,  where  he  primarily  handles 
labor  and  employment  cases. 
He  is  also  a  former  teacher  in 
the  Boston  and  Springfield  public 
school  systems. 

Tynes  joins  fellow  alum  Sunila 
Thomas  George  '95  as  one  of 
the  three  Commissioners  for  the 
Commonwealth.  Tynes  spoke  at 
the  School  of  Law  this  past  spring 
as  part  of  the  Color  of  Law 
Roundtable  (see  page  25). 


Are  you  following  us  on 

facebook? 

Check  us  out—  become  a  fan  of 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law. 


For  up-to-the-minute  alumni  news,  access  to  the  Law  Alumni  Finder, 
or  archive  issues  of  past  Perspectives  magazines  or  the  Law  Digest 
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"TcT care  for  hilSTwIio  shal 
have  borne  the  battle,  and 
for  his  widow,  and  his 
orphan." 


hese  words  spoken  by  Abraham  Lincoln, 
president  who  oversaw  the  bloodiest  war  in 
our  nation's  history,  are  part  of  the  Mission 
Statement  for  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
(VA).  With  the  VA's  roots  stretching  back  to  the 
days  of  the  Pilgrims,  benefits  and  care  for  sold^ 
have  always  been  offered  by  our  country.  Toda) 
several  Western  New  England  College  School 
Law  alumni  continue  to  advocate  for  our  men  and 
women  who  have  worn  the  uniform. 


Veterans  Affairs    By  Brendan  Payne 


Joan  Moriarty  '85  is  a  Deputy  Assistant  General  Counsel  for 
the  Office  of  the  General  Counsel  of  the  Department  of  Veter- 
ans Affairs  in  Washington,  DC.  She  represents  the  Secretary 
of  Veterans  Affairs  in  appellate  matters  before  the  U.S.  Court 
of  Appeals  for  Veterans  Claims.  Joan  manages  a  team  of 
seven  attorneys  and  three  support  staff  who,  as  she  puts  it, 
"present  the  Secretary's  position  through  briefs  and  other 
pleadings  as  well  as  at  oral  argument  before  the  Court." 

When  a  veteran  files  a  claim  for  benefits,  a  regional  office 
C57  throughout  the  country  as  well  as  offices  in  the  Philip- 
pines and  Puerto  Rico]  makes  an  initial  decision  on  the  valid- 
ity of  that  claim.  If  a  veteran  is  dissatisfied  with  the  initial 
decision,  he  or  she  may  appeal  that  decision  to  the  Board  of 
Veterans'  Appeals  in  Washington,  DC.  The  Board  reviews 
the  evidence  of  record  and  renders  a  decision.  If  the  veteran 
is  dissatisfied  with  the  Board's  decision,  he  or  she  may  appeal 
to  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  Veterans  Claims.  "As  a  representa- 
tive of  the  Secretary,  I  look  to  see  if  the  law  was  correctly 
applied  in  the  adjudication  of  the  claim  and  if  the  VA  met 
its  duties  under  the  law  to  the  veteran,"  said  Joan.  "After  a 
careful  review,  we  may  defend  the  decision  or  advocate  for 
a  remand  of  the  decision  back  to  the  agency  for  corrective 
action.  Settlement  of  a  case  is  a  third  option.  We  also  handle 
petitions  for  extraordinary  relief  brought  under  the  All  Writs 
Act  and  applications  for  fees  and  expenses  brought  under 
the  Equal  Access  to  Justice  Act." 

Mary  Ellen  McCarthy  '76  helps  craft  the  laws  being 
applied.  As  the  Special  Projects  Counsel  for  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs,  Mary  Ellen  has  a  great  deal 
of  oversight  of  the  Veterans  Benefits  Administration  [VBA]. 
"The  Chairman  of  our  Committee,  Senator  Daniel  Akaka  of 
Hawaii,  is  very  interested  in  how  vets  are  interfacing  with  the 
VA  system  on  the  ground  level,"  explained  Mary  Ellen.  "So  one 
of  the  things  that  I  frequently  do  is  go  to  VA  regional  offices 
around  the  country  and  look  at  selected  claims  files  and  see 
whether  or  not  the  decisions  that  vets  receive  appear  to  be 
consistent  with  the  laws  and  policies  that  are  being  imple- 
mented by  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs." 

Previously,  Mary  Ellen  served  as  a  Staff  Director  for 
Congressman  Lane  Evans  [D]  of  Illinois  when  he  was  the 
ranking  member  of  the  House  Veterans  Affairs  Committee. 
Today,  she  works  very  closely  with  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs,  constantly  employing  the  assistance  from  the  Office  of 
the  General  Counsel  and  the  VBA,  as  well  as  veterans  advo- 
cates, to  evaluate  the  impact  of  laws  and  polices  on  the  lives 
of  veterans  and  their  families. 

The  Senate  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs  is  currently 
investigating  possible  revisions  to  the  VA  claims  rating  system, 
which  determines  the  amount  of  benefits  a  disabled  veteran 
will  receive.  "The  problem  is  the  rating  schedule  is  very  out 
of  date.  To  get  a  high  rating  for  a  back  condition,  for  example, 
you  need  to  have  a  certain  number  of  weeks  of  bed  rest. 
Well  bed  rest  is  not  currently  recommended  as  a  treatment 
for  back  pain.  In  medical  science  things  turn  on  a  dime.  So 
if  you  have  criteria  in  there  that  don't  relate  either  to  the  dis- 
ease or  disability  that  the  person  has,  it  makes  it  very  difficult 
to  get  consistent  and  high  quality  rating  decisions." 


Mary  Ellen's  value  to  the  Committee  extends  beyond  her  train- 
ing as  a  lawyer;  she  also  has  an  extensive  medical  back- 
ground. She  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  nursing  and  ran  a 
home  health  agency  in  North  Carolina  where  she  worked  on 
a  number  of  Medicare  appeals  before  enrolling  in  law  school. 

Her  experience  at  Western  New  England  College  helped 
shape  the  direction  she  wanted  to  take  her  legal  career. 
"I  had  an  opportunity  to  do  some  work  with  the  Department 
of  Public  Welfare  as  a  sort  of  internship  which  exposed  me 
to  government  benefits  law  and  also  to  the  legal  service  com- 
munity," reflected  Mary  Ellen.  "I  also  had  worked  a  bit  with 
Professor  Sam  Stonefield.  He  was  Director  of  the  Springfield 
office  of  Western  Mass  Legal  Services  when  I  first  started 
doing  some  volunteer  work  there." 

Following  law  school,  Mary  Ellen  earned  a  master's  degree 
in  religion  at  the  Pacific  School  of  Religion  in  Berkley  and  then 
took  a  position  at  Nevada  Legal  Services  in  Carson  City  where 
she  represented  many  elderly  and  disabled  persons,  particu- 
larly in  matters  involving  medical  expenses.  One  case  in  par- 
ticular, Sherman  vs.  Griepentrog,  brought  her  to  the  attention 
of  the  veterans'  community.  In  Sherman,  Mary  Ellen  success- 
fully argued  that  VA  pension  payments  for  "unusual  medical 
expenses"  were  improperly  being  counted  in  determining 
income  for  Medicaid  benefits.  Prior  to  this  ruling,  monies  that 
VA  paid  to  beneficiaries  because  they  had  large  out-of-pocket 
medical  expenses  were  used  to  finance  some  of  the  costs  of 
care  in  Medicaid-approved  nursing  home  or  at  home  care. 
The  Sherman  decisions  led  to  a  revision  of  the  regulation  and, 
from  then  on,  monies  used  to  pay  for  medical  care  were  not 
counted  as  income  to  the  Medicaid  beneficiaries.  As  a  result, 
veterans  were  able  to  pay  for  care  needed  to  maintain  them  in 
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their  homes  or  to  provide  for  their  depen- 
dents if  they  were  in  nursing  homes.  It  was 
her  work  on  this  case  that  led  to  her  first 
position  in  Washington,  DC  with  the  House 
Veterans  Affairs  Committee. 

This  experience  working  for  change  in 
government  bureaucracy  will  help  her  as 
she  assists  the  VA  in  one  of  its  major  pro- 
jects, the  transition  from  paper  to  electronic 
record  keeping.  "The  VA  is  well  known  for 
its  electronic  medical  records  systems," 
said  Mary  Ellen.  "However  the  benefits 
claims  system  is  nowhere  near  being  an 
electronic  system." 

Added  Joan,  "Right  now,  most  benefits 
claims  are  done  on  paper."  However,  the 
VA  will  begin  a  pilot  program  this  fall  at 
the  Providence,  Rl,  Regional  Office  to  test 
a  "paperless"  system  for  disability  compen- 
sation claims.  "Initially  the  VA  is  going  to 
go  electronic  just  with  new  claims  allowing 
vets  to  go  online  and  file.  At  some  point 
they  may  recapture  some  of  the  older 
claims  electronically,  but  the  older  claims 
have  documents  that  are  frayed,  in  different 
sizes,  hand  written  with  faded  ink,  and  there 
is  nothing  that  you  can  easily  scan,  so  it  is 
really  a  labor  intensive  effort  to  get  it  all 
electronically." 


The  Office  of  the  General  Counsel  may 
be  able  to  offer  some  guidance  to  the  VBA. 
"Our  office  is  in  a  unique  situation  in  that  all 
federal  courts  have  gone  to  electronic  filing. 
When  our  court  shifted  to  electronic  filing  it 
meant  we  needed  to  capture  the  veterans' 
claims  file  electronically  to  meet  our  Courts 
requirements  and  it  had  to  be  in  a  PDF 
format.  So  our  office  was  one  of  the  first  to 
take  a  veterans'  claims  file  and  scan  it  in  all 
electronically,  which  has  been  an  interesting 
process.  Now  we  are  actually  working  with 
the  VBA  to  show  them  what  we  are  doing 
on  a  small  scale.  It  is  nothing  compared  to 
the  large  scale  update  the  agency  will  have 
to  do  when  they  go  completely  electronic," 
explained  Joan. 

Joan,  who  has  been  with  the  VA  since 
1985,  participated  in  something  very  few 
lawyers  have  the  opportunity  to  witness, 
the  creation  of  a  new  court.  Prior  to  1988, 
all  benefit  decisions  made  by  the  agency 
were  final  and  not  subject  to  judicial  review. 
Some  veterans  groups  had  been  lobbying 
for  years  for  an  avenue  for  appeals  and 
finally  Congress  authorized  the  creation  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  for  Veterans  Claims 
Qnitially  called  the  Court  of  Veterans 
Appeals]  in  1988,  an  Article  I  court  with 
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specialized  jurisdiction  that  only  hears  vet- 
erans' benefits  cases. 

"In  drafting  briefs  we  had  to  stick  to  the 
statute  and  regulations  that  we  had,"  said 
Joan.  "But  as  far  as  who  carried  burdens 
and  whether  the  Board's  decisions  ade- 
quately explained  their  denial,  we  had  no 
case  law  and  no  guidance  there  at  all  until 
the  Court  issued  the  first  few  decisions  so  it 
was  very  tough.  I  can  remember  trying  to 
write  the  first  brief  or  two  that  I  had  and  it 
was  incredibly  difficult  because  we  had 
nothing  to  cite  and  we  actually  didn't  know 
what  should  be  in  a  record  because  we  had 
no  idea  what  the  Court  was  looking  for." 

Thanks  to  Joan's  participation  in  the 
development  of  the  Court's  case  law,  she 
has  been  involved  in  over  100  precedent 
setting  cases  in  the  past  20  years.  She  is 
also  the  chair  of  the  Court's  Rules  Advisory 
Committee,  a  post  she  has  held  since  2004. 
In  this  "fascinating  role,"  Joan  works  with 
the  Board  of  Judges  in  examining  the 
Court's  rules  and  suggesting  improvements. 
"Currently,  the  Rules  Advisory  Committee 
consists  of  a  couple  of  people  from  the  VA, 
practitioners  from  around  the  country,  and 
one  law  professor,"  explained  Joan.  "So  we 
get  a  variety  of  perspectives  as  to  the  impli- 
cations of  various  rules  changes.  We're  cur- 
rently working  on  a  complete  revision  of  the 
entire  set  of  the  Court's  rules.  As  the  prac- 
tice evolves,  the  rules  need  to  be  changed." 

The  Office  handles  between  3,500  and 
7000  cases  a  year.  "One  of  the  nice  things 
is  that  we  represent  the  Secretary,  so  it's 
not  a  win  or  lose  situation.  We  look  at  the 
facts  of  each  case,  look  at  how  the  case 
was  developed,  look  to  see  how  the  Board 
applied  the  law,  and  if  we  end  up  determin- 
ing that  there  was  an  error,  we  can  advo- 
cate sending  it  back  to  the  agency  to  have 
it  corrected.  It's  not  one  of  these  cutthroat 
offices  where  you  try  to  defend  everything 
and  everyone  tracks  a  win-loss  record.  We 
are  trying  to  do  the  best  thing  for  the  vet- 
eran under  the  law." 

Mary  Ellen,  Joan,  and  thousands  of 
others  have  dedicated  their  professional 
careers  to  advocating  for  fair  and  equitable 
benefits  for  veterans.  Their  tireless  efforts 
continue  this  nation's  traditions  of  trying 
to  do  the  best  for  those  who  have  served 
our  country.  ♦ 


34  ♦  www.iaw.wnec.edu 


PERSPECTIVES 


ALUMNI  Notes  fall  2010 


Beal  76 


1970 

I     4D  Years  | 

40th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  16,  2010 

Class  Agent 

Hon.  Peter  Sokaris 

email:  usapgs@hycap.rr.com 


Darling  77 


1973 


Class  Agent  Walter  Powell 
email:  WVP29@aol.com 


1975 

I     35  Years  | 

35th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  16,  2010 


1976 


Class  Agent 
Gary  Thomas 

email:  gary@wealthtechnology  com 

Bruce  C.  Beal  has  been  elected  as  a 
Fellow  in  the  College  of  Labor  and 
Employment  Lawyers.  Attorney  Beal 
is  a  Partner  in  the  law  firm  of 
Claudon,  Kost,  Beal,  Walters  &  Lane, 
Ltd.,  in  Canton,  IL. 


1977 


Class  Agent 
Marty  Martin 

email:  marty__martin@bellsouth.  net 

Dana  R.  Barrows  is  currently  work- 
ing at  Northwestern  Mutual  Finan- 
cial Network  where  he  recently 
celebrated  his  35^^  year  with  the 
company.  Dana  has  also  expanded 
his  work  as  an  estate  and  business 
planning  specialist  to  include  all  of 
New  England.  He  recently  welcomed 
his  second  granddaughter. 

Julia  A.  Belt  continues  working  at 
the  University  of  Wisconsin  Law 
School  as  a  Lecturer  teaching  Legal 
Writing  and  Analysis  and  Legal 
Research. 

Victor  A.  Caponera  Jr.  had  the 

honor  of  attending  his  son  Ryan  M. 
Caponera 's  graduation  from  West- 
ern New  England  College  School  of 
Law  in  May  2009.  Ryan  passed  the 
New  York  State  Bar  and  was  admit- 
ted in  January  2010.  He  is  practic- 
ing law  in  his  father's  firm  in 
Albany,  NY. 

Hyman  Darling  was  honored  with 
the  Omar  T.  Pace,  MD,  Award  by  the 
American  Cancer  Society  for  his 
significant  contribution  to  the  fight 
against  cancer.  Attorney  Darling  is  a 
Partner  at  the  law  firm  of  Bacon  & 
Wilson,  PC.  in  Springfield. 


Terrence  iVI.  Dunphy  continues 
as  Partner  at  the  firm  of  Fallon, 
Sullivan,  Dunphy  &  Mulvaney 
in  Springfield. 

Gerald  I.  Hecht  continues  his  pri- 
vate law  practice  in  Danbury,  CT. 
Gerald  has  served  as  a  moot  court 
judge  at  the  School  of  Law  and 
taught  Hebrew  school  for  15  years. 
He  has  been  married  for  30  years 
and  has  two  sons  who  have  gradu- 
ated from  college.  The  oldest  son  is 
married  and  is  employed  as  a  chef 
in  New  Hampshire. 

Jeffrey  H.  Levin  continues  his  sole 
practice  in  Boston.  He  and  his  wife, 
Cheryl,  have  a  son  entering  his 
senior  year  at  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, and  a  son  who  is  a  sopho- 
more in  high  school. 

Marty  Martin  participated  in  the 
2010  South  Carolina  Association  of 
Nonprofit  Organizations  (SCANPO) 
conference  in  Hilton  Head,  SC.  He 
presented  two  workshops  "SOAR-To 
Develop  A  Strong  Board"  and  "Map- 
ping Board  Governance  and  Strat- 
egy." He  recently  participated  as  a 
volunteer  for  the  IRS  Academic 
Institutions  Initiative  in  Washington, 
DC,  which  seeks  to  expand  the  IRS' 
educational  outreach  to  nonprofit 
organizations  through  academic  insti- 
tutions. Currently  Marty  is  working 
with  Lois  Lerner  78,  Director  for  the 
IRS  Exempt  Organization  Division, 
and  her  staff  to  hold  IRS  workshops 


in  coordination  with  several  North 
Carolina  universities. 

Todd  I.  Nahins,  Partner  at  Borah, 
Goldstein,  Altschuler,  Nahins  and 
Goidel,  PC,  has  been  recognized 
by  Cambridge  Who's  Who  lor 
demonstrating  dedication,  leader- 
ship, and  excellence  in  legal  ser- 
vices. Attorney  Nahins  recently 
lectured  at  the  New  York  State  Judi- 
cial seminar  as  well  as  Cardoza  Law 
School  on  landlord  tenant  topics. 
He  lives  with  his  wife.  Vita,  in  North 
Stamford,  CT,  with  their  five  chil- 
dren. Their  oldest  child  plans  to 
apply  to  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law. 

Thomas  L.  Stevenson  has  been 
elected  Treasurer  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Airport  Authority,  which 
runs  both  the  international  and 
county  airports.  Attorney  Stevenson 
continues  practicing  law  in  his  firm 
of  Thomas  L.  Stevenson  &  Associ- 
ates in  Pittsburgh,  PA. 

Stephen  A.  Unsworth  continues  in 
the  law  firm  of  Unsworth  &  Barra. 
PLC,  in  Essex  Junction,  VT.  He  also 
works  in  a  family  business  helping 
manage  commercial  properties  and 
residential  real  estate.  He  is  an  avid 
sailor  and  the  former  Commodore 
of  the  Lake  Champlain  Yacht  Club. 
Steve  is  married  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  have  now  grad- 
uated from  college. 
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Nicolai  79 


Burt  '81,  Jarrell  '81,  Williams  '81, 
Cassone  '81,  and  Berie  '81 


Calibey  '82 


Fredricks  '83 


Rico  '91 


1978 


William  Eberight  continues  as 
Partner  in  the  law  firm  of  Borafi. 
Goldstein,  Altschuler,  IMahins 
and  Goidel,  P.C.,  located  in  New 
York  City. 


1979 


Class  Agents: 

Anne  Geoffrion.  email: 

amgeoffnon@gmail.  com 

Deborah  Grover.  email: 

attomeygrover@comcast.net 

Lew  Kurland.  email: 

Ukurland@aol.com 

Deborah  Grover  recently 
completed  a  film  called  Talk  to 
Strangers  tfiat  higtilights  the 
custody  process  from  a  child's 
perspective  and  how  it  nega- 
tively impacts  the  children. 

Paul  Peter  Nicolai  has  been 
reappointed  as  Cochair  of  the 
Fee  Arbitration  Board  Committee 
of  the  IVlassachusetts  Bar  Asso- 
ciation. Paul  has  also  been  pub- 
lished in  the  Intellectual  Property 
Law  Review  of  the  American  Bar 
Association's  section  of  Intellec- 
tual Property  Law. 


1980 


30  Years 


1981 


Class  Agent  Bill  Stevens 
email:  wmstevens@snet.net 

Edward  C.  'Ned"  Burt  Jr. 

recently  reunited  with  four  of 
his  classmates  on  Martha's 
Vineyard  for  an  annual  golf  trip. 
The  group  included  Eugene 
"Buddy  "  Jarrell  '81.  Leiand  T. 
"Lee"  Williams  '81,  Thomas 
Cassone  '81.  Bruce  Berie  '81. 
and  Ned  Burt  Jr.  '81 

Michael  T.  Kogut  participated  as 
a  candidate  in  the  forum  for  the 
position  of  Hampden  County 
District  Attorney  that  was  held  at 
the  Blake  Law  Center  of  Western 
New  England  College  School  of 
Law  on  September  7,  2010. 


1982 


30th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  16,  2010 


Kathryn  Calibey  has  been 
awarded  the  President's  Award 
for  Excellence  by  the  Hartford 
County  Bar  Association.  This 
award  is  given  to  an  attorney 
who  has  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  for  more  than 
10  years,  exemplifies  the 
highest  traditions  of  the  legal 
profession,  has  performed 
significant  services  to  the  com- 
munity at  large,  and  exempli- 
fies excellence  and  civility 
in  her  practice.  Attorney  Caliby 
practices  at  the  Hartford  law 
firm  of  RisCassi  and  Davis 
where  she  focuses  on  appellate 
and  complex  legal  matters. 


The  Honorable  Tina  S.  Page 

was  selected  by  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Superior  Court  Barbara 
Rouse  to  travel  to  Martha's 
Vineyard  to  sit  for  the  Island's 
spring  and  fall  superior  court 
sessions.  A  different  judge  is 
chosen  for  each  sitting. 


1983 


Class  Agents 
Maureen  Burns,  email: 
meb@pellegrinolawfirm.  com 
Ellen  Teller 

email:  eteller@frac.org 

Sem  Aykanian,  solo  practitioner 
in  Marlborough,  MA,  has  been 
hired  as  Head  Football  Coach 
at  Ashland  High  School  in 
Ashland,  MA. 

Laura  Fredricks  gave  the 
keynote  address  to  the  2010 
South  Carolina  Association 
of  Nonprofit  Organizations 
(SCANPO)  annual  statewide 
conference  in  Hilton  Head, 
SC.  Known  as  an  expert 
fund  raising  consultant  and 
author,  Laura  spoke  on  key 
fund  raising  issues  necessary 
for  nonprofit  organizations  to 
be  successful  in  today's  chal- 
lenging fund  raising  environ- 
ment. Laura's  current  book 
The  Ask:  How  to  Ask  for  Sup- 
port for  Your  f\Jonprofit  Cause. 
Creative  Project,  or  Business 
Venture,  Updated  and  Expanded 
Edition  was  released  for  publica- 
tion in  early  2010. 


Barbara  M.  Hyland  has  been 

sworn  in  as  President  of  the 
Hampden  County  Bar  Associa- 
tion for  the  upcoming  year 

Gilbert  Lima  Jr.  has  been 
appointed  the  new  Court  Admin- 
istrator of  the  Massachusetts 
Appeals  Court.  Prior  to  this 
appointment,  he  was  an 
Assistant  District  Attorney 
serving  in  Bristol  County  from 
1983  to  1989.  Attorney  Lima 
is  also  a  retired  Major  in  the 
military  police  of  the  Army 
Reserve  and  served  in  Opera- 
tion Desert  Storm. 

Cheryl  I.  Smith,  General  Counsel 
Western  New  England  College, 
has  been  appointed  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bar  Association  Labor  & 
Employment  Section  Council  for 
the  2010-2011  year 

S.  Peter  Ziomek  Jr.,  a  Partner 
in  the  Amherst  law  firm  of 
Ziomek  &  Ziomek,  was  awarded 
the  Clients'  Security  Board's 
William  J.  LeDoux  Award  by 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  Justice 
Judith  A.  Cowin.  The  award  is 
given  for  demonstrating  extraor- 
dinary efforts  in  helping  their 
clients  recover  significant  losses. 


1984 


Class  Agent  Ina  Forman 
email:  aliforman@aol.com 

Rev.  Donna  J.  Arnold  is  the 

Vicar  of  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church  in  Whitehall,  NY.  She 
was  ordained  as  an  Episcopal 


priest  in  2006.  She  retired  from 
Saratoga  County  where  she  had 
served  as  a  Probation  Officer 
Probation  Supervisor  Assistant 
District  Attorney,  and  Assistant 
Public  Defender 

Geralyn  M.  Cook  is  currently 
practicing  in  her  solo  general 
practice  located  in  Coventry,  Rl, 
where  she  focuses  on  family 
law  and  bankruptcy.  She  also 
serves  on  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Rhode  Island 
State  House. 

Carl  J.  DiPiazza  has  been  a  solo 
practitioner  for  six  years.  He  is 
married  to  Lori,  an  Intensive 
Care  Unit  Nurse.  They  have  two 
children:  Sara,  age  20,  is  a  junior 
at  Penn  State,  and  Jacqueline,  a 
senior  in  high  school. 

J.  Mark  Mutter  is  currently 
the  Municipal  Clerk  and  Official 
Historian  of  the  Township  of 
Toms  River  NJ.  Mark  also 
teaches  business  and  social 
studies  at  Ocean  County  College 
as  an  Adjunct  Professor 

The  Honorable  Robert  E.  Young 

is  a  Judge  in  the  Norwich  Supe- 
rior Court  for  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut. In  2003  he  was  board 
certified  in  civil  trial  advocacy  by 
the  National  Board  of  Trial  Advo- 
cacy. In  2007  he  was  inducted  as 
Charter  Fellow  of  Litigation 
Counsel  of  America  and  in  2008 
he  was  appointed  Superior  Court 
Judge.  Judge  Young  is  married 
with  three  sons,  and  resides  in 
South  Glastonbury.  CT 


Become  a  Class  Agent 


The  School  of  Law  is  committed  to  maintaining  "quality  connections" 
between  our  alumni  and  the  School  of  Law.  Our  Class  Agent  program  is  an 
essential  part  of  the  commitment  and  is  designed  to  engage  classmates  to 
not  only  support  the  initiatives  here  at  the  School  of  Law,  but  to  also  serve 
as  a  resource  for  our  alumni.  Class  agents  serve  as  a  vital  part  of  the  con- 
nection process  acting  as  liaisons  between  their  classmates  and  the  School. 


If  you  are  interested  in  serving  as  a  Class  Agent,  please  contact 
Carol  Thompson  at  cthompson@law.wnec.edu  or  visit  the  School 
of  Law  Alumni  Class  Agent  webpage  in  the  "Get  Involved"  section. 
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1985 


25  Years 


25th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  16,  2010 

1986 

Class  Agent  Judith  Jones 
email:  jonesjh@aetna.com 

1987 

Class  Agent 

Robert  Murphy,  email: 

rmurphy@bacon-wilson.  com 

William  C.  Grossman  has 

joined  the  law  firm  of  Jaeckle 
Fleischmann  &  IVlugel,  LLP,  as 
Special  Counsel  in  the  Litigation 
and  Bankruptcy  and  Restructuring 
practice  groups. 


1988 


Class  Agent  Michael  Borg 
email:  mborg@SRBLLP.com 


1989 


Mark  G.  Mastroianni  participated 
as  a  candidate  in  the  forum  for  the 
position  of  Hampden  County  Dis- 
trict Attorney  that  was  held  at  the 
Blake  Law  Center  of  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law  on 
September?,  2010. 

1990 

I    20  Years  | 

20th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  16,  2010 

Class  Agent  Kathleen  Porter 
email:  kporter@rc.com 

LI.  Alaric  J.  Fox,  Connecticut 
State  Trooper  has  been  promoted 
to  Captain  and  has  been  assigned 


as  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
selections,  training,  and  investiga- 
tive support  section.  Alaric  has 
been  a  trooper  for  16  years  and 
Commandant  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Police  Training  Academy.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  the  FBI  National 
Academy  and  a  former  FBI  agenL 


1991 


Lisa  M.  Rico  has  joined  the 
Franklin,  MA,  law  firm  of  Gilmore. 
Rees  &  Carlson,  PC,  as  Partner. 
She  will  be  focusing  her  practice 
on  estate  planning,  probate,  and 
tax  law. 


1992 


Class  Agent 

Chris  Browne,  email: 

cameronbrowne@msn.  com 


1993 


Class  Agents 

Katie  Stone  Harrington,  email: 
bharrington5207@comcast.  net 
Holly  Lemieux 

email:  hlemieux@lynchlynch.  com 


1994 


Class  Agent  Lisa  Bongiovi,  email: 
lisa.  bongiovi@carrier  utc.  com 

Tuesday  L.  Cooper  has  been 
named  Provost  at  Salter  College 
of  West  Boylston,  MA. 

Laura  Freedell 
Lough  and 

Michael  Lough 
are  pleased  to 
announce  the 
birth  of  their 
son,  Michael 
Shayne  Jr., 
born  May  10,  2010.  Laura  is  a 
Senior  Legal  Editor  for  the  Ameri- 
can Payroll  Association  in  New 
York  City,  where  she  writes  books, 
newsletters,  and  course  material  on 
tax,  labor,  and  employment  issues. 


Massachusetts  Lt.  Gov.  Timothy 
Murray  spoke  at  the  Hampden 
County  Community  Forum  to 
address  sexual  and  domestic 
violence.  Murray  is  Chairman  of 
the  Governor's  council  to  address 
sexual  and  domestic  violence. 
The  forum  was  held  at  the  Blake 
Law  Center,  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law. 

1995 

[    15  Years  | 

15th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  16,  2010 

Neil  P.  Andrews,  an  attorney  at 
Hedrick  Gardner,  LLP  in  Charlotte, 
l\IC,  along  with  fellow  attorney 
Duane  Jones,  successfully  per- 
suaded the  North  Carolina  Supreme 
Court  to  overturn  a  decision  of  the 
North  Carolina  Court  of  Appeals, 
which  had  held  that  Plaintiff's 
employer  was  not  prejudiced  by 
Plaintiff's  failure  to  provide  written 
notice  of  their  injury  where  the 
employer  allegedly  had  actual 
notice  of  the  injury.  This  case  was 
featured  in  the  North  Carolina 
Lawyers  Weekly 

Senator  Stephen  J.  Buoniconti 

participated  as  a  candidate  in  the 
forum  for  the  position  of  Hamp- 
den County  District  Attorney  that 
was  held  at  the  Blake  Law  Center 
of  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  on  September  7, 
2010. 

Paul  S.  Ernenwein  has  been 
elected  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Elant  Foundation 
of  New  York.  This  foundation  is  a 
community  based,  not-for-profit 
organization  providing  healthcare 
services.  Paul  is  a  Litigator  with 
Tarshis,  Catania,  Liberth,  Mahon 
&  Milligram,  in  Newburgh,  NY 

James  R.  Goodhines  participated 
as  a  candidate  in  the  forum  for  the 
position  of  Hampden  County  Dis- 
trict Attorney  that  was  held  at  the 
Blake  Law  Center  of  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law  on 
September  7,  2010. 


Stay  in  the  Loop 


Please  be  sure  your  Class  Agent  and  the  Office  of  Alumni 
Relations  have  your  current  mailing  and  email  addresses. 

Send  your  Alumni  Notes  to:  Carol  Thompson,  Office  of  Law  Alumni  Relations, 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law,  1215  Wilbraham  Road,  Springfield.  I^A 
01 1 19-2684  or  email  cthompson@law.  wnec.edu. 


Shenandoah  Titus  '99 

Arlington,  VA 
Senior  Policy  Advisor 
Transportation  Security 
Administration's 
Office  of  Civil  Rights 
and  Liberties, 
U.S.  Department  of 
Homeland  Security 


Where  are  they  now? 


Since  April  2009,  Shenandoah  Titus  '99  has  served  as  Senior 
Policy  Advisor,  Transportation  Security  Administration's 
(TSA)  Office  of  Civil  Rights  and  Liberties,  U.S.  Department  of 
Homeland  Security,  following  a  distinguished  12-year  career 
as  Deputy  Director  of  the  MBTA  Transit  Police  Department 
and  Human  Rights  Director  of  Amherst  and  Somerville,  MA. 

Describe  a  typical  day  in  your  current  position. 

"TSA  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  visible  components 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Homeland  Security  (DHS).  As  Senior 
Policy  Advisor,  my  responsibilities  are  very  broad.  On  any  given 
day,  I  might  review  and  comment  on  a  sensitive  document  that 
will  end  up  at  the  White  House  or  with  the  Secretary  of  Home- 
land Security;  research  legal  and  legislative  matters;  participate 
on  a  counterterrorism  task  force;  review  and  comment  on 
security  screening  policies  impacting  every  U.S.  airport  and 
nearly  two  million  flight  passengers  each  day;  or  supervise 
nationwide  investigations  into  complaints  filed  by  passengers 
who  feel  that  they  have  suffered  a  violation  of  their  civil 
rights/liberties  by  TSA  security  personnel.  Moreover,  I  hold  the 
highest  national  security  clearance  and  so  I  routinely  review 
sensitive  intelligence  products  to  ensure  consistency  with  DHS 
policies  and  mission." 

What  is  your  role  in  helping  the  TSA  determine  what 
measures  need  to  be  put  in  place  to  ensure  air  passenger 
safety  while  protecting  constitutional  rights? 

"Basically,  my  work  intersects  with  just  about  everything  per- 
taining to  balancing  national  security  with  constitutional  safe- 
guards. Bear  in  mind  that  TSA  is  responsible  for  securing  all 
modes  of  transportation  within  the  U.S.,  e.g.,  commuter  rails, 
subways,  and  other  channels  in  addition  to  air  travel.  The  9/1 1 
terrorist  attacks  involved  planes,  but  many  attacks  across  the 
world  involve  mass  transit,  and  so  we  are  cognizant  of  that 
threat  as  well." 

Tell  us  about  your  work  to  set  up  a  partnership  between  the 
TSA  and  the  Wounded  Warrior  Project. 

"We  recognize  the  special  travel  needs  of  men  and  women  who 
have  become  severely  injured  or  disabled  through  their  service 
to  America,  and  we  strive  to  make  their  travel  as  accommodat- 
ing as  possible.  For  instance,  we  coordinate  with  airports 
across  the  country  to  make  arrangements  to  meet  wounded 
warriors  at  the  curbside  when  possible  and  assist  them  as 
needed  throughout  their  boarding  process.  Some  airlines  have 
even  invited  wounded  warriors  into  their  VIP  lounge  to  await 
their  flight.  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  helping  TSA  build  and 
strengthen  this  partnership  with  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Defense  and  I  have  spoken  to  audiences  of  military  officers 
who  directly  care  for  wounded  warriors.  It  has  been  an  enrich- 
ing experience." 
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Rosemarie  Hewig  '00 

North  Chatham,  l\IY 

Assistant  General  Counsel 

New  York  State  Teachers'  Retirement  System 


Where  are  they  now? 

Rosemarie  Hewig  00  is  Assistant  General  Counsel  for  the 
New  York  State  Teacliers'  Retirement  System  (NYSTRS) 
and  an  avid  outdoorswoman.  With  her  husband  and 
"adventure-partner, "  Art,  Rosemarie  summltted  Mt.  Kili- 
manjaro, the  highest  mountain  in  Africa  and  the  highest 
freestanding  mountain  in  the  world,  on  February  28,  2009. 

What  are  some  of  your  main  responsibilities  at  NYSTRS? 

"As  in-house  counsel,  I  am  involved  with  the  administration 
and  interpretation  of  statutes  that  govern  and  affect  the  retire- 
ment system.  In  my  position,  I  deal  not  only  with  pension 
law,  but  also  matrimonial  law,  disability  law,  bankruptcy  law, 
freedom  of  information  laws,  and  I  assist  in  investment  trans- 
actions. In  addition,  I  work  on  litigation  matters  involving  the 
retirement  system." 

How  long  have  you  been  climbing  mountains  and  how  long 
did  it  take  to  reach  the  top  of  Mt.  Kilimanjaro? 

"Actually,  I'm  not  a  'mountain  climber'  I  haven't  done  any 
mountain  climbing  that  requires  technical  climbing  ability  and 
training.  The  climb  to  the  summit  of  Mt.  Kilimanjaro,  essen- 
tially, is  just  a  very  strenuous  hike,  not  a  technical  climb.  For 
a  fit  person,  climbing  Mt.  Kilimanjaro  requires  little  more  than 
a  good  pair  of  hiking  boots,  the  ability  to  be  on  your  feet 
eight  or  more  hours  a  day,  and  some  warm  clothes.  Our 
climb  to  the  summit  of  Mt.  Kilimanjaro  was  a  seven-day 
endeavor;  six  days  of  climbing,  summiting  on  the  sixth  day, 
descending  on  the  seventh  day." 


What  other  peaks  have  you  reached? 

"In  December  1999  -  January  2000,  Art  and  I  trekked  to 
Everest  Base  Camp  in  Nepal.  We've  also  hiked  numerous 
Adirondack  peaks  and  summitted  Mt.  Rose  in  California." 

How  would  you  describe  your  trip? 

"This  trip  was  nothing  short  of  spectacular  Superlative  in 
every  way,  it  contained  all  the  elements  that  constitute  a  "trip 
of  a  lifetime" — great  hiking,  magnificent  scenery,  on-the-edge 
excitement  and  drama,  physical  challenge,  good  food,  good 
camping,  terrific  guides  and  staff,  and  an  absolutely  wonder- 
ful group  of  people  with  whom  to  share  the  experience." 


Collins  '96 


Mirer  '00 


1996 


Class  Agent  Frances  South  email: 
south@angelidesandsouth.  com 

Gerard  S.  Collins  has  joined 
the  firm  of  Kaye  &  Bender  RL., 
located  in  Pompano  Beach,  FL. 
Collins  will  focus  on  all  aspects 
of  community  association  law 
including  covenant  law  enforce- 
ment, foreclosures,  and  commer- 
cial and  construction  litigation. 

Susan  G.  Fentin  has  been  named 
as  a  "leader  in  the  labor  and 
employment  field."  Susan  is 
employed  at  the  law  firm  of 
Skolar,  Abbott  &  Presser  RC. 
in  Springfield. 


1997 


Class  Agent 

Michael  Blanchard.  email: 
michael.blanchard@bingham.com 


1998 


Jeremy  M.  Colvin  has  been 
named  a  Shareholder  of  Fowler 
White  Burnett,  RA.  in  the  firm's 
offices  in  West  Palm  Beach,  FL. 
He  represents  financial  institutions 
and  individuals  in  general  com- 
mercial litigation  matters,  business 
disputes,  and  securities  litigation, 
arbitration,  and  regulation, 

Michael  J.  Richard  has  become 
the  new  Principal  of  West  Spring- 
field High  School  in  West  Spring- 
field, MA.  Prior  to  this,  he  was  the 
Assistant  Principal  at  Belchertown 
High  School  In  Belchertown,  MA. 


1999 


Class  Agent  Rebecca  Mitchell 
email:  rmitchell@nage.org 


2000 


10  Years 


10th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  16,  2010 

Class  Agent  Jim  Winston  email: 
james@james  winstonia  w.  com 

Joshua  S.  Mirer,  a  Partner  at  the 
law  firm  of  Robinson  &  Cole,  LLP 
has  been  elected  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Village  for  Families 
&  Children,  Inc.  This  nonprofit 
human  services  agency  is  commit- 
ted to  building  a  community  of 
strong,  healthy  families  who  pro- 
tect and  nurture  children.  Attorney 
Mirer  has  also  been  named  a  Pro 
Bono  Legal  Champion  by  the  Cen- 
ter for  Children  Advocacy  in  Con- 
necticut for  his  pro  bono  case 
support  to  help  CCA  with  immi- 
grant children  and  families. 

Maurice  C.  Powe  received  the 
Massachusetts  Bar  Association 
Community  Service  Award  at  their 
annual  meeting. 

James  Winston.  Senior  Lecturer 
at  Western  New  England  College, 
presented  two  seminars  on 
employment  law  that  were  spon- 
sored by  the  Greater  Northampton 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  first 
seminar  was  entitled  "How  to  be  a 
Good  Employer  and  Stay  Out  of 
Trouble":  the  second  was  Termi- 
nation Considerations  and  Massa- 
chusetts Unemployment 
Compensation  Laws." 


2001 


Class  Agent  Jenny  Desch.  email: 
Jenny.  desch@yorl<countygov.  com 


2002 


Class  Agent  Lori  Leavitt 
email:  legallylori@aol.com 
Sonja  Hayes  is  currently  employed 
as  the  Associate  Director  of  Career 
Development  at  Stetson  University 
College  of  Law  in  Gulfport,  FL.  Her 
son,  Connor  is  four  years  old,  and 
her  daughter  Kael,  is  one. 


2003 

Class  Agent  Karen  Romano 
email:  karen  1 6 1  @msn.  com 

2004 

Class  Agent  Linda  Fakhoury 
email:  fakhourylaw@aol.com 


2005 


5  Years 


FIFTH  CLASS  REUNION 

October  16,  2010 

Class  Agent 

Kelley  Cooper  Miller  email: 
kellycoopermiller@mac.  com 

Valerie  J.  Ford  was  recently  pro- 
moted to  Assistant  Vice  President 
at  Avenue  Capital  Group  in  New 
York  City. 


2006 


Class  Agent  Julia  Lentini 
email:  juliaklentini@gmail.  com 

Erin  Thron  has  joined  the  law  firm 
of  Cain  Hibbard  &  Myers,  PC,  in 
Pittsfield,  MA.  Enn  will  become 
part  of  their  litigation  group. 
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Hayes  02 


Dorsey  '07 


Reed  07 


2007 


2008 


Class  Agents  Kelly  Koch 
email:  kellykocti32@gmail.com 
Stephanie  Schlatter 
email:  sschlatter@hotmail.com 

Paul  E.  Dorsey  has  joined  the 
Social  Security  Disability  law  divi- 
sion of  the  firm  of  Marasco  &  Nes- 
selbush  LLP,  in  Providence,  Rl. 

Cmdr.  Matthew  D.  Reed  has  been 
appointed  Chief  of  Police  of  the 
South  Windsor  (CT)  Police  Depart- 
ment. He  is  a  23  year  veteran  of  the 
department  who  has  served  as  Oper- 
ations Commander  for  five  years, 

Elizabeth  Lynn  White  became  the 
bride  of  Robert  E.  Chouinard  in  a 
ceremony  at  St.  Rose  de  Lima 
Church  in  Chicopee,  MA.  Elizabeth 
is  employed  by  the  Law  Offices  of 
Joseph  R.  White  in  Palmer,  MA. 


Class  Agents  Kendra  Berardi 
email:  Kendra.  berardi@gmail.  com 
Michelle  Hummer 
email:  mhummer@ofalaw.com 


2009 

Class  Agent  John  Bandeian 
email:  jbandeian@gmail.com 

Michelle  Cooke  has  been 
appointed  as  an  Assistant  County 
Attorney  for  Steuben  County,  NY. 


2010 


Michelle  Bastardi  and  Brandon 
LeBlanc  were  married  June  12, 
2010  in  Briarcliff  Manor,  NY. 
(Photo  L-R)  Matthew  McCabe'  05, 
Miranda  (Moretto)  McCabe  05, 
Patrick  King  05.  Michelle  (Bas- 
tardi) LeBlanc  '05/L'08.  Brandon 
LeBlanc'  05.  Paul  Haley  '05.  and 
Mark  Farquharson  05. 


Class  Agent  Staci  Zaretsky 

email:  staci.  zaretsky@gmail.  com 


We  are  always  interested  in 
hearing  from  you.  If  you  have 
news  of  career  advancement 
or  change;  professional 
accomplishments  or  activities; 
marriages,  births,  changes  in 
address;  or  any  other  news, 
please  share  it  with  us. 


In  Memoriam 


The  magazine  has  received  notice  of  the  deaths  of  the 
(ollowing  members  of  the  School  of  Law  family. 


Doris  Bilodeau  '91  passed  away  May  10,  2010. 
She  leaves  her  husband,  Douglas  Bilodeau  of 
South  Deerfield,  MA:  her  sons,  James  Bilodeau  of 
East  Longmeadow,  MA:  and  Christopher  Bilodeau 
of  Montague,  MA. 

Michael  M.  Brasman  '78  passed  away  February 
4,  2009. 

Daniel  E.  Bruso  '96  passed  away  February  14, 
2010.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Sandra  Bruso  of 
Somers,  CT:  his  children,  Claire  Elizabeth,  Audrey 
Ellen  and  Charles  Daniel:  and  his  parents,  David 
and  Ronnie  Bruso  of  West  Springfield,  MA. 

Robert  A.  Edwards  '41  passed  away  June  19, 
2010.  He  leaves  his  daughter,  Martha  Harrison  of 
Lexington,  NC. 

John  F.  Fallon  Jr.  '66  passed  away  May  15,  2010. 
He  leaves  his  aunts,  Joyce  Home  of  Holyoke,  MA: 
and  Mary  Bergmann  of  South  Hadley,  MA. 

William  L.  Garfield  '76  passed  away  June  9, 
2009. 


Deirdre  S.  Gogel  '90  passed  away  March  30, 
2010.  She  leaves  her  husband,  Kenneth  Gogel  of 
West  Springfield,  MA:  her  daughter,  Brianne  Mulli- 
gan: sons,  Samuel  and  Marc  Gogel:  and  parents, 
Dr.  Cyril  and  Barbara  Shea  of  West  Springfield. 

Ann  P.  Howe  '79  passed  away  September  27, 
2009. 

Patricia  J.  Libby  '84  passed  away  May  9,  2010. 
She  is  survived  by  her  father,  Robert  W.  Libby  and 
her  stepmother,  Marilyn  of  Windham,  ME:  and  her 
brother,  Allan  Mike  Libby  of  Windham,  ME. 

James  Moriarty  Jr.  '68  passed  away  June  29, 
2010.  He  leaves  his  children,  James  Moriarty,  III, 
of  Westminster,  MA:  Daniel  T  Moriarty  of 
Chicopee,  MA:  Kathleen  T  Moriarty  of  East  Long- 
meadow,  MA:  Thomas  M.  Moriarty  of  Palmer,  MA: 
and  Nora  L,  Moriarty  and  Timothy  A.  Moriarty 
both  of  East  Longmeadow,  MA. 

Henry  Weissman  '60  passed  away  August  21, 
2000. 


Newt 
Col 


Professor  Richard  Cole 

Professor  of  Law  Richard  Cole  died  on  September 
12,  2010. 

"Dick  was  a  kind  and  gentle  man,"  stated  Dean 
Art  Gaudio.  "Through  the  courses  he  taught  and 
the  articles  he  wrote,  he  never  ceased  searching  for 
and  describing  the  relationship  between  the  law 
and  humanity.  He  was  loved  by  his  students  and 
colleagues.  We  v/ill  miss  but  not  forget  his  pres- 
ence among  us," 

Professor  Cole,  born  in  Punxsutawney,  PA, 
joined  the  faculty  of  the  School  of  Law  in  1976, 
previously  teaching  at  Detroit  College  of  Law.  In 
1985,  he  served  as  a  visitor  at  the  Oxford  Univer- 
sity Law  School.  Professor  Cole's  published  works 
considered  American  legal  histor)'  in  the  period 
from  the  Revolution  to  the  Civil  War.  He  was 
active  in  the  American  Society  of  Legal  History 
and  his  works  were  published  m  the  Legal  Studies 
Forum,  Law  and  History  Revinv,  Indiana  Law  Review, 
Hofstra  Law  Review,  Western  New  England  Law 
Review,  and  Southern  California  Interdisciplinaiy 
Law  journal.  Professor  Cole's  areas  of  interest  were 
tort  law,  legislation,  health  law,  and  legal  history. 
Recently,  he  taught  courses  in  Sports  Law,  Ameri- 
can Legal  History,  and  Law  of  the  European  Union. 

A  memorial  reception  was  held  on  September 
22  m  the  Law  School  Commons.  School  of  Law 
faculty,  staff,  students,  alumni.  College  colleagues, 
and  friends  gathered  to  remember  him  and  share 
memories  with  each  other  and  his  family. 

He  is  survived  by  his  daughter,  Ashley  Cole,  of 
Irvine,  California;  son,  Malhew  Cole,  of  London. 
England;  brother,  David  Cole  '80  of  Berlin,  MD; 
and  sister,  Kirslen  Schneller,  of  Trenton,  NJ. 

In  lieu  of  flowers,  the  family  asks  that  dona- 
tions be  made  to  the  National  Alliance  on  Mental 
Illness  (NAMI),  Ways  to  give  to  NAMI  can  be 
found  on  the  School  Blawg  about  Professor  Cole. 
The  Blawg  also  offers  ways  to  access  links  to  com- 
ments made  by  students,  faculty  and  friends,  \isit 
http://mars.wnec.edu/blavvg/?p=519. 
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LAW  ALUMNI  Beneflts &  Ssivices 


As  an  alumnus/a  of  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law, 
the  following  benefits  and  services  are  available  to  you: 


Alumni  Finder  and  Alumni  Website 

Use  our  website  to  receive  news  from  the  School,  access  library  resources, 
or  find  other  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  alums  through 
our  "Alumni  Finder"  feature.  Visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 

Continuing  Legal  Education  Programs 

Our  highly  successful  CLE  programs  have  covered  topics  ranging  from 
probating  an  estate  to  trying  QUI  cases.  All  alums  get  a  discounted  rate 
of  S80.  For  details,  visit  www.law.wnec.edu. 

Career  Services 

Alumni  seeking  career  advice  or  offering  employment  can  take  advantage  of  the 
services  of  the  Office  of  Career  Services.  The  office  assists  with  resume  writing, 
employment  correspondence,  interviewing  preparation,  career  decision  making, 
and  job  search  strategy  Through  the  online  Intercollegiate  Job  Bank,  alums 
have  access  to  job  listings  from  law  schools  across  the  country  The  office 
can  also  coordinate  reciprocity  with  over  50  law  schools.  Contact  them 
at  jobpost@law.wnec.edu  or  413-782-1416. 

Networking  with  Other  Alums 

Networking  opportunities  for  alumni  include  the  Alumni  receptions  hosted 
by  the  School  of  Law  at  various  locations  around  the  country,  reunions,  and 
the  Dinner  for  Students  and  Alumni  of  Color. 

The  Law  Alumni  Association  is  branching  out  and  would  like  your  support 
revitalizing  our  alumni  chapters.  We  are  currently  forming  chapters  in  Wash- 
ington, DC;  Boston;  and  Hartford.  To  participate,  please  contact  the  Office  of 
Law  Alumni  Relations  at  413-782-1311. 


The  Alumni  Healthful 
Living  Center  (AHLC) 

Law  alumni  are  welcome  to  use  the 
world-class  facilities  of  the  AHLC 
free  of  charge.  Popular  amenities 
include  the  fitness  center,  pool,  and 
track.  For  details,  call  413-782-1518. 


Alumni  Association  ID  Card 

The  Alumni  Association  ID  allows 
alumni  to  use  the  resources  on 
campus  including  the  Law  Library 
and  the  Alumni  Healthful  Living 
Center.  For  details,  call  413-782-1311 
or  email  cthompson@law.wnec.edu 


Alumni 
Publications 

Alumni  of  the  School 
of  Law  receive  the 
full  color  Perspectives 
magazine  twice  a  year, 
the  newsletter  Law 
School  Digest  three 
times  a  year,  and  Ttie 
Law  Sctiool  Minute,  a 
Dean's  email  every  month. 


Western  New  England 
Law  Review 

Alumni  Subscription  $17.00 
Non-Alums  $25.00 


Please  enclose  payment  with 

your  order. 

SEND  REQUESTS  TO; 

WESTERN  NEW  ENGLAND 

LAW  REVIEW 

1215  Wilbraham  Road 

Springfield  MA  01119-2684 

or  call  413-782-1463 


J.D.  Course  Auditing  J  D  courses 
in  the  School  of  Law  may  be  audited 
on  a  space  available  basis  with  the 
permission  of  the  Associate  Dean  for 
Academic  Affairs  by  an  alumnus/a  who 
has  completed  the  J.D.  degree  at 
Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law.  Call  413-782-1402  or  visit 
www.law.wnec. edu/alumni. 

Transcript  Requests  Law  transcripts 
are  issued  by  the  Student  Records 
Office  at  the  School  of  Law.  For  more 
information,  call  the  Student  Records 
Office  at  413-782-1401  or  fax  your 
request  to  413-796-2067. 

Replacing  a  Diploma  if  your 
diploma  is  lost  or  damaged,  you  can 
replace  it  by  calling  Student  Administra- 
tive Services  at  800-325-1122  ext. 
2080.  (A  $30  service  fee  is  required.) 

The  College  Bookstore  There's  no 
better  way  to  proudly  display  your  law 
school  connection  than  with  a  shirt  or 
memento  from  the  College  Bookstore. 
For  more  information,  call  413-782- 
1284  or  visit  www.wnec.bkstr.com. 

Insurance  Discounts  As  a  graduate 
of  Western  New  England  College,  you 
may  qualify  for  a  special  group  discount 
on  your  auto,  home,  and  renter's  insur- 
ance. For  details,  call  413-782-1311  or 
visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 


School  of  Law  Library 

Free  access  to  western  Massachusetts' 
only  academic  law  library  is  an  out- 
standing alumni  resource.  For  hours 
or  information,  call  413-782-1457  or 
visit  the  School  of  Law  website  at 
www.law.wnec.edu/library. 


i.iiTiik:!."!!, 


D'Amour  Library  The  D  Amour 
Library  serves  as  a  valuable  resource 
to  alumni  undertaking  professional 
research  or  expanding  their  personal 
reading  enjoyment.  Alumni  I.D.  card 
required.  Call  413-782-1535  or  visit 
http://libraries.wnec.edu 


Learn  more  about  alumni  benefits  and  services  at: 

www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 


The  Office  of  Law  Alumni  Relations  serves  as  a  resource  to  our  members,  committees, 
and  regional  chapters.  Feel  free  to  contact  Carol  Thompson  at  413-782-1311  with 
questions  about  benefits,  events,  or  volunteer  opportunities. 
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Inspire  Excellence 


WESTERN 


NEW  ENGLAND 
COLLEGE 

School  of  Law 


When  you  support  the  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  Annual  Fund,  your  gift  will  be  used  to  inspire 
educational  excellence. 

The  Fund  provides  crucial  annual  support  for  student 
financial  aid,  the  Law  Library,  the  clinical  legal  studies 
program,  moot  court  competition,  the  Westet^n  New  England 
Law  Review,  and  many  other  programs  that  enhance  the 
educational  experience  of  our  students. 

Please  consider  making  a  gift  today  to  support  the  institu- 
tion that  inspired  your  legal  career.  You  can  make  your  gift 
in  the  envelope  provided  in  this  magazine  or  through  our 
convenient  online  option  at  www.wnec/edu/giving.  Simply 
indicate  vour  gift  is  for  the  School  of  Law  Annual  Fund. 


GIVE  BACK  TO  WHERE 
YOUR  FUTURE  BEGAN. 

Consider  making  a  gift  today. 
www.wnec.edu/giving 
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Washington,  DC,  Alumni  dinner 
at  Petits  Plats  Restaurant 


NOVEMBER  2010 

5      11th  Annual  Dinner  for  Students 
and  Alumni  of  Color,  Log  Cabin 
Banquet  House,  Holyoke 

5      Law  and  Business  Center 

Information  Session:  Information 
Session  on  How  to  Handle  an 
IRS  Audit  -  Presented  by:  Paul 
Mancinone.  CPA.  Esq.,  Blake 
Law  Center 

9      Law  and  Business  Center  Speaker 
Series:  November  9,  2010  -  Harold 
Epps  G'84  -  President  and  CEO, 
PRWT  Services,  Inc.,  "What's  In 
Your  Dash?"  Law  School  Com- 
mons, 12:00  noon 


9th  Annual  Bankruptcy  Seminar 
Room  A,  4:00-7:00  p.m. 

18  Hartford  Alumni  Reception 
Connecticut  Science  Center 
6:00-8:00  p.m. 

DECEMBER  2010 

1  Dean's  Reception:  Law  School 
Commons,  4:00-6:00  p.m. 

2  Federalist  Society:  James  Buckley  - 
Retired  DC  Circuit  Judge,  U.S. 
Senator,  and  Author  of  "Gleanings 
from  an  Unplanned  Life."  "Over- 
loading the  Federal  Workhorse," 
Law  School  Commons,  12:00  noon 

8      Law  and  Business  Center 
EXTREME  Business  Makeover: 


Olive  Tree  Books,  NUVO  Bank 
Community  Room.  1500  Main 
Street,  Springfield,  12:00-1:30  p.m. 


JANUARY  2011 

12    Dean's  Reception:  Law  School 
Commons,  4:00-6:00  p.m. 

FEBRUARY  2011 

1      Law  and  Business  Center  Speaker 
Series:  Peter  Russo  -  Director, 
Entrepreneurship  Programs, 
Boston  University  School  of 
Management  Institute  for 
Technology  Entrepreneurship  & 
Commercialization,  Law  School 
Commons,  12:00  noon 


MARCH  2011 

2 


Dean's  Reception:  Law  School 
Commons,  4:00-6:00  p.m. 

APRIL  2011 

1  Radical  Nemesis:  Re-envisioning 
Ivan  lllich's  Theories  on  Social 
Institutions  Symposium 

1 3    Law  and  Business  Center  Speaker 
Series:  Karl  Okamoto,  Associate 
Professor  of  Law  and  Director  of 
the  Business  and  Entrepreneurship 
Law  Concentration,  Earle  Mack 
School  of  Law  at  Drexel  University, 
Law  School  Commons,  12:00  noon 

2  Dean's  Reception  and  Award 
Ceremony:  Law  School  Commons. 
4:00-6:00  p.m 


visit  www.law.wnec.edu 


For  more  information,  visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni 
or  call  Carol  Thompson  at  413-782-1311. 


